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1/ Importance of Caves and the Subterranean World
The need to celebrate the International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World is justified by its importance for our planet. Caves, mines and other subterranean environments have greatly influence planet Earth throughout History, and their preservation is essential for a series of reasons, including:
The subterranean World is fundamental in the formation and preservation of aquifers, which contain freshwater basic for any kind of living being.
It presents unique formations, which at the same time have geological characteristics not present in the outer surface.
It shelters endemic fauna and a wide variety of endangered species.
Its formations were shaped for millenniums and these contain essential information about the Earth.
Its location is often related to geoparks which allow for the preservation and development of protected flora and fauna.
Caves are the main, and sometimes the only, source for the development of rural areas, since they contribute to avoiding depopulation and creating employment.
It shelters the necessary minerals for the development of humankind, though its exploitation should be sustainable and respectful towards the planet.
These are only some of the main reasons by which caves and the subterranean world are considered to be unique species which shall be protected. Therefore, the next step to protect these environments is to celebrate an International Day.
In the next pages, special focus will be paid to the necessity of announcing June 6th as the  International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World.
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Valporquero Cave, Vegacervera (León, Spain)


Freshwater

About 71 percent of the Earth’s surface is water-covered. While 97.5% is sea water, the remaining 2.5% is freshwater, which irregularly distributed over the continents as ice, snow, groundwater, surface waters, rivers and lakes.
Groundwater represents 30% of the total amount of freshwater worldwide. Therefore, it is the second largest tank of freshwater after ice and snow, and it is essential for the life of humankind since 25% to 40% of drinkable water comes from groundwater, and it is one of the main sources in times of water shortage (Aqua Foundation).
The fissures, faults and cavities found in the Subterranean World create a natural tank of freshwater without which life would not be possible. This tank “plays a major role for the environment since it keeps the flow and level of rivers, lakes and wetlands. In the dry months of the year during which rains are scarce, groundwater becomes essential for animals and plants living in these areas. It is also important to maintain navigation on the surface in the dry season: the level of water is high thanks to the discharge of groundwater into streams and rivers” (International Groundwater Resources Assessment Centre).
According to UNESCO, “groundwater is a significative component in the hydrologic cicle, and aquifers are an important hydrologic unity. On our planet, groundwater represents 98% of the world’s unfrozen freshwater. It drives many geological and geochemical processes and sustains various ecological functions and services. Groundwater must be integrated within the economic, social and environmental dimension of hydrological resources. A lot of people rely on groundwater as major source of drinkable water and as a means to guarantee food security and sustainable livelihoods. Many arid and semi-arid lands depend entirely on access to groundwater, as well as in the case of small islands and emergency conditions.
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Gruta de las Maravillas, Aracena (Huelva, Spain)

The environment. The Subterranean World.
The Subterranean World could be defined as the set of natural and/or anthropological spaces which can be accessed by the human. Examples can be found worldwide and these are mainly related to karst and volcanic activity, though there are other cavities caused by human activity in their search of minerals, as it happens with mines.
All these areas have geological and biological values which can be of great interest, and many of them shelter prehistoric, archaeological and artistic remains of incredible cultural value. Therefore, their protection and conservation must be guaranteed. Some of these are the caves located in the Cantabrian coast (Spain), which were declared World Heritage and where some of the greatest cave paintings can be found.
From the environmental perspective, the importance of the Subterranean World is undeniable. Thousands of years were needed for the formation of these fragile ecosystems, and yet any small change in humidity, temperature and CO2 concentration, among others, are important factors which may affect them, as well as surface pollution. This is the main reason by which a research by IDAEA-CSIC obtained financial grant by the European Union (ERC Sinergy Grant) in order to classify subterranean caves from very continent and specify the physical laws which determine the flow of water and the contaminating elements.
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Mina Rica and Geoda de Pulpí, Pulpí (Almería, Spain)
From the geological perspective, the importance of Caves and the Subterranean World is also worth mentioning. Often related to karst and volcanic activity, as well as a consequence of human activity, unique and beautiful formations can be found under the Earth surface, including huge halls, hidden passages, great abysses, subterranean lakes and rivers, lava tubes, enormous geodes, and other formations which have not been discovered yet. But, in addition to these, the Subterranean World reflects the geological history of our planet since its formation.
From the biological perspective, the Subterranean World is home to many different species, some of them endangered and of great importance to determine life on our planet. These include different types of chiropterans, which are in charge of pollinating and controlling plagues. In addition, a surprising animal diversity can be found in caves, as in the case of endemic cave-dwelling animals which are sometimes found in a single cavity. These animals have adapted their shape and metabolism to live in extreme conditions, often surrounded by total darkness and with few or no food.
The preservation of such a fragile environment is a responsibility which requires to be faced seriously, taking measures such as the declaration of the International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World in order to create awareness in the general public as well as in the case of governments.

Since the protection of natural environments is an international goal to be extended towards any cavity, supranational entities such as the European Research Council are aware of the importance of both the geological and biological preservation of caves.
The final goal is to prevent, to the extent possible, the damages caused by Global Warming, since 25% of worldwide population depends on freshwater coming from caves.
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Cueva de Arrikrutz, Oñati (Guipuzcoa, Spain)




Science and Cave research

Cave science can be addressed by a series of multiple files: Biology, Geology, Archaeology and Speleology, among others, which aim at studying the natural phenomena which take place in a cavity.

“Show caves are authentic places where the understanding of the natural environment and human history is created and transmitted; greatly contributing to provide knowledge and awareness to visitors, especially in the case of the youngest. They are also natural laboratories where scientific research of great significance for societies are carried out” (“Guidelines of Spanish Show Caves”, ACTE and Geological and Mining Institute of Spain). 

Therefore, Caves are presented as fundamental habitats “for the different species of living beings which have conquered the subterranean space throughout the years, leaving behind evidence such as interesting paleontological sites. Both archaeological and paleontological remains found in caves help us understand how life was thousands of years ago. Besides, karst has a great geological importance since it allows professionals to carry out different research, especially inside cavities. For example, speleothems can be studied by means of isotopic dating, which allow us to recreate paleoclimatic features so as to understand past climate changes and predict those who could take place in the future “Guidelines of Show Caves)”.

These research studies, which are relevant from a scientific point of view, have an important social and economic effect (see Economy and Development of Depopulated Areas).

Research on caves is essential to study the past and understand our present and future.

The Mars Society and Astroland have studied the conditions of different cavities and they have created a parallel study which promotes life on Mars. The Red Planet is believed to have an environment which is similar to the Subterranean World. That is the reason why specific research is being carried out in cavities from Cantabria (Spain) and other similar areas.
Mars can reach temperatures of -100ºC, which include dust storms and high levels of radiations. In order to make human life possible there, it is necessary to generate spaces below the surface of the planet. Again, this is a major reason to develop deeper studies on the Earth’s cavities.
Among the examples which determine the importance of Caves in the field of science, some of the most relevant were those carried out in the archaeological site of Atapuerca, declared World Heritage by UNESCO in the 2000s. These proved trascendental discoveries as regards human history, including the presence of five different species of hominids: Homo sp. (to-be-determined, 1.300.000 years), Homo Antecessor (850.000 years), Preneanderthal (500.000 years), Homo Neanderthalensis (50.000 years) y Homo Sapiens.
History of Earth
The Earth was formed around 4,6 billion years ago and since then our planet has suffered many changes both on its surface and its inner part (Maruyama et al., 2001). The high temperatures and the bombing of particles from outside the atmosphere fragmented and disintegrated the elements which once formed the planet.
The different physiochemical processes and their geological reactions led to the formation of tectonic plates, supercontinents and the appearance of sea water. Afterwards, the proliferation of life was possible thanks to the ozone layer, and the first species appeared. These would later extinguish due to a series of different events.
However, the planet recovered and continued its evolution until the present day. For thousand of years, the Earth has changed both internally and externally. On its surface, the continents moved until their current situation; whereas the inner side of the planet has experienced a wide and diverse variety of processes which still take place every day.
The constant evolution and the changed suffered by a planet like the Earth led to the formation of inter cavities. These were not formed at the same pace as the external world, and that is why they are still considered a source of knowledge whose preservation and study is very important for the understanding of the history of Earth.
Human History
The formation of the Earth and its later evolution allowed for the appearance of the first human beings around 5,5 million years ago. However, human evolution es more complex than what many would believe it to be, and that is the main reason why different theories have arisen in the last decades, especially when it comes to establish the timeline of human history.
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Cueva de Altamira, Santillana del Mar (Cantabria, Spain)
Historians coincide in the importance of subterranean cavities throughout the centuries, since they became a perfect shelter for our ancestors. Other species of animals also used cavities as lairs, hiding from low temperatures and seeking for the most important elements for survival: water.
The discovery of new fossils inside caves and caverns from every corner in the world has confirmed some of the information which so far was already believed to be true, though most of it is still unknown. The origin of our species is a slow and inexorable process which is responsible for establishing the different circumstances which determine how humans have evolved to what we are, and that is why the preservation and protection of caves is important.
Anthropology
The number of characteristics of the human being acquired throughout our history has led to a wide variety of research which aim at looking into the behaviour of our species. Even though these studies cover cultural and linguistic fields, it is interesting to pay special attention to the anthropology of the human being from a scientific point of view based on survival.
Humans found a perfect shelter in caves, as shown by the different artistic manifestations, rituals and ceremonies. Inside these caves, scientists have discovered the anthropological and paleontological information necessary to develop further studies and theories about human behaviour.
Human remains were the main reason for the study of caves. The discovery of cave paintings dated 10.000 years ago shows the importance of the subterranean world throughout history. 
Scientific evidence has proved that caves became home to the first humans, and even though they would eventually decide to move to the exterior world, it is certain that life below the surface allowed us to survive and evolve to lay the foundations for new civilisations.
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El Castillo Cave, Puente Viesgo (Cantabria, Spain)
In the past, our ancestors chose one cave or another depending on independent characteristics. It is undeniable that the frequency of use of the subterranean world may vary taking into account the necessities of the group; and cavities have been important up to the present time because they create thousands of jobs worldwide and they promote the economic development of nearby societies.
Finally, mining is also an important use of subterranean cavities. The subsoil has been explored and exploited by many different civilisations who found essential materials for human survival. Once old mines stop being exploited for mineral purposes, they become tourist attractions and museums which help visitors to understand how people lived and worked years ago. That is the case of Almadén Mineral Park (Ciudad Real, Spain), which was declared World Heritage by UNESCO.
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Almadén Mineral Park, Almadén (Ciudad Real, Spain)
Economy and Development of Depopulated Areas
The importance of the Subterranean World goes beyond the survival of different species. According to Cigna (2016), there are caves which were already considered tourist places over 400 years ago. This fact represents international tourism development throughout the years.
As stated by the International Show Caves Association (ISCA), there are around 1.500 show caves and mines which offer guided visits to national and international visitors. Far from having an insignificant impact, show caves allow for the economic and social development of hundreds of communities from every continent, as they are one of the major sources of income for small towns and cities which, at the same time, offer job opportunities to thousands of people. Therefore, the results do not only create employment, opportunities and richness in these areas (which are not expected to be abandoned); but they also protect Caves and the Subterranean World by means of actions which guarantee their protection, vigilance and preservation.
According to the last research carried out by ISCA, show caves were visited by over 120 million people in 2021, which entails an economic impact of over 2.000 millions of euros despite the pandemic.
There are other associations which, as ISCA, aim at defending the historical and cultural heritage of subterranean cavities, as well as promoting the correct use of mines and the preservation and public awareness towards a natural environment which provides us with the necessary means for the appropriate growth of our societies and, especially, depopulated areas which suffered the impact of globalisation. There is no doubt of the importance of show caves in these places.
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Cueva de El Soplao, Celis (Cantabria, Spain)
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2/ Show Caves and Mines
The International Show Caves Association defines show cave as “a natural occurring void beneath the surface of the earth that has been made accessible to the public for tours”.
Nowadays, there is still general interest in caves and mines, as visitors can live a unique and beautiful experience at the same time they have a direct contact with nature. In addition, the accessibility of show caves and mines is based on sustainability and conservation principles due to the fragility of these environments.
The renewal and modernisation of show caves and mines takes into account factors such as the use of the most appropriate lighting, including the use of sectors to save energy, as well as the installation of movable walkways, and the use of measuring devices and monitoring controls which provide real time information about elements such as CO2, temperature, humidity or ionising gases, among others. In addition, there are other elements which are paid attention too, such as the case of research about cave capacity.
The accessibility, conservation and preservation of a show cave is possible thanks to the previous considerations and the participation of universities and other research centres. Altogether create centres for the advancement of knowledge and science.
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El Soplao Cave, Celis (Cantabria, Spain)
The ISCA Board of Directors chose June 6th because it is a date when most show caves are open to the public. Therefore, the International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World can be celebrated worldwide.
3/ International Show Caves Association (ISCA)
The International Show Caves Association was founded in 1990 in Genga, Italy. Nowadays, there are over 100 members which include associations, show caves and individuals who represent a wide variety of countries from every continent.
These entities are managed by public and/or private entities, and that is a clear example of how different administrations share a common objective within the field of active tourism.
Among other objectives, ISCA aims at guaranteeing respect and conservation towards the subterranean environment and its natural beauty, as well as promoting the economic development of show caves and mines by supplying to all its members the experiences and solutions gained on the subject of research and management activities.
Therefore, the main objectives of the association are:
To promote and maintain an international organization of persons, associations, corporations and government agencies who own, manage or operate recognized show caves or caverns.
To promote proper management to ensure the conservation and preservation of show caves.
To promote and increase public awareness and interest in show caves.
To promote a concern in show cave management for the safety of visitors and guests in the use and enjoyment of show caves.
To compile, preserve, publish and share cooperative data, both technical and promotional, for members.
To promote and encourage the development of a spirit of cooperation and courtesy among show cave operators.
Nowadays, subterranean tourism creates thousands of jobs worldwide, and the number of people visiting these natural, cultural and historic places increases every year.


4/ External relations
After more than 30 years of international experience, the International Show Caves Association has represented associations and show caves from every continent. Besides, associate and honorary members have also represented ISCA in many congresses and other events of general interest.
Among these, it is worth mentioning the International Union of Speleology (UIS), the Spanish Show Caves Association (ACTE), the US National Caves Association (NCA), the French Association of Show Caves (ANECAT), the Cave Administration of the Czech Republic and the Agency of Protected Aras of Georgia. At the same time, each one of these associations is made up by national and local show caves and organisations which are represented by these collectives.
These organisations aim at defending and promoting the objectives mentioned above by means of individual and collective actions among which it is important to name congresses, conferences, fairs and other events. Among them, one of the most representative is the celebration of June 6th as the International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World.
The International Show Caves Association celebrates the International Congress of Show Caves every four years. Since its creation in 1990, nine congresses have been celebrated in different countries, including:
Genga, Italy (1990).
Nerja, Málaga, Spain (1994).
Cerdeña, Italy (1998).
Postoina, Slovenia (2002).
Bermuda (2006).
Liptovský Mikuláš, Slovakia (2010).
Jenolan, Australia (2014).
Genga, Italy (2018).
San Antonio, Texas, United States of America (2022).
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ISCA Meeting, Oman, 2016

5/ Spanish Show Caves Association (ACTE)
As mentioned in the previous sections, the International Show Caves Association collaborates with national entities which promote and divulge sustainable tourism in show caves. It is the case of the Spanish Show Caves Association (ACTE), which was founded in 1997 with the objective of representing, promoting, defending and managing the interests of its members as fundamental agents of the subterranean tourism in Spain.
The main objectives of the Association are:
To build and promote a national organisation of individuals and public and private entities in charge of managing show caves.
To promote sustainable tourism.
To promote the conservation and protection of every cavity and encourage the public interest in show caves.
To collect, develop, exchange and publish research studies and data of public and promotional interest for the members of the Association.
To promote and develop a spirit of cooperation and friendship among the members, as well as the exchange of information which can be useful to achieve the goals of the Association.
To unify criteria for public and private institutions in order to get general aid and support as well as to improve the management of show caves.
After 25 years, ACTE is now made up by 35 show caves and mines. In 2022, Chameau Cave (Bernake, Morocco) became a new member of the Association after the approval of the Board of Directors.
Throughout the last decades, the Spanish Show Caves Association has promoted the good praxis in the management of Spanish show caves and mines by means of a conduct code which has been published endlessly in order to promote sustainable tourism. The Decalogue of Show Caves states that:
Caves are natural places which, together with other artificial spaces, are accessible for the human.
Men and women have always been linked to the subterranean environment. Caves have been shelter and home to different cultures and civilisations.
Caves are part of the legacy of Nature. Most of them are located in karst areas and include valuable resources both above and below the surface, where groundwater has a huge significance. Other areas were formed by volcanic activity, providing geological and biological data of great interest, as well as prehistoric, archaeological and artistic remains of cultural value whose protection and conservation must be guaranteed.
Show caves are a primary link between the subterranean world and humans. In the last centuries, abandoned caves and mines became an accessible socioeconomic resource, especially in Europe. These are visited by thousands of people every year and they consequently have a huge impact on the local economies of small towns and other communities.
The accessibility of caves is a mechanism by which entities aim at bringing the reality of the subterranean world to the society, and it is necessary to study the creation of touristic resources from a sustainable perspective. Therefore, the preservation of the natural and cultural heritage must be taken into account.
Show caves are centres for the advancement of knowledge about nature and human history, as they contribute to the formation and awareness of visitors, especially in the case of young people. They are also considered natural laboratories where scientific research of great importance for the society can be carried out.
Show caves and their managers are committed to establish the most appropriate management, control and vigilance mechanisms in order to guarantee the conservation and restoration of the subterranean environment, as well as its geological, biological and archaeological value.
Speleology and subterranean tourism complement each other. Show cave managers and professional speleologists share a common interest for the protection of show caves, as well as for the promotion of sustainable management.
Show caves need the support of public administrations since they play a fundamental role in the development of rural areas. Show caves require the collaboration of scientists, media professionals, lecturers, educators, conservationists and other collectives which defend politics related to the protection of the environment, culture, sport, education and tourism.
The Spanish Show Caves Association defends the rational, balanced and sustainable management of show caves, which is based on objective criteria regarding the preservation of these places at the same time they promote the values and heritage for present and future generations.
The implications of the Decalogue of Show Caves also include a series of actions.

CUEVATUR
Since 2005, ACTE has celebrated the Spanish Congress on Show Caves and Mines, CUEVATUR. The 8th edition of the congress, which is celebrated every two years, took place in 2022. CUEVATUR is now considered an international reference in the field of show caves, as scientists, technicians, professionals, managers and representative of national and international show caves and mines gather to celebrate it. These individuals come from countries such as Morocco, Israel, Italy, France, Portugal, Austria, Brazil, and Mexico, among others, and they activity is based on three fundamental pillars: research, divulgation and management of show caves.
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Over 150 scientists and experts gathered in Pulpí (Almería, Spain) for the 8th edition of the congress, which took place from October 19th to October 22nd, 2022. The main protagonist of the event was the geode of Pulpí, and research projects on the conservation and divulgation of show caves were presented to the public. One more time, sustainability and respect towards the environment was a key elements of the works presented in the event.
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ACTE AWARDS
Excellence Awards
The Alfonso XII Award is awarded to entities, professionals and organisations who publish research on the conservation and value of the subterranean world. The award, which has already been celebrated four times, has been awarded to important individuals and entities such as Gilbert Montovani, the Government of Cantabria and the General Management of the Council of Extremadura.
In addition, the ACTE Award is given to show caves and mines for their contribution towards management, knowledge, research, protection, and divulgation of the subterranean world, as well as its cultural and natural heritage.

[image: ]
Gold and Silver Stalactites
They are awarded to individuals who have carried out significant actions with relation to the world of caves and the subterranean world.
AWARDS RECEIVED BY ACTE
The Spanish Show Caves Association has always supported sustainable tourism and the promotion of rural economies by the correct and respectful management of the natural heritage. Accordingly, the Association has received different awards and distinctions:
Plaque for Tourist Merit, awarded by the Government of Spain in the Royal Decree 1298/2011, for the promotion of sustainable tourism and the correct management of show caves.
Gold Medal 2013, awarded by the Spanish Club del Medio Ambiente (The Club of the Environment).
Tourist Award “Gruta de Aracena” 2019, by the Council of Aracena.
Geological Divulgation Award, by the Ilustre Colegio de Geólogos (Bar of Geologists).
Manantial Award 2022, by Club del Agua Subterránea (Groundwater Club), for the protection and conservation of show caves, the promotion of valuable research studies and the cooperation with other institutions and public administrations.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
The Spanish Show Caves Association has always paid special attention to international relations and the direct contact with other associations.
Recently, ACTE took part in the 9th ISCA & NCA Congress 2022, which was organised both by the International Show Caves Association and the US National Caves Association in San Antonio (Texas, USA) under the topic “Strategize. Develop. Dream.”. The congress served to consolidate the importance of ACTE and the role of the Board of Directors, with two members being part of the ISCA Board: Rafael Pagés (First Vice President) and Juan José Durán (President of the Scientific and Technical Committee).
Besides, in 2011 ACTE created the Ibero-American Show Caves Association (actiba), an initiative supported by the International Show Caves Association, the International Union of Speleology, the Speleological Federation of Latin America and the Caribbean, the European Federation of Speleology and the Spanish Federation of Speleology.
[image: Logotipo

Descripción generada automáticamente]



OTHER ACTIONS
Publications
It is worth mentioning the effort of the Association as regards the publication of different articles. These include not only minutes about CUEVATUR congresses, but also the  publication of the first “Guidelines of Spanish Show Caves”, eventually followed by yearly guidelines which promoted tourism.
Another of the publications by ACTE was “Yo descubro el Mundo Subterranean” (“I discover the Subterranean World”), an educational book intended for young people.
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6/ International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World
In 2016, the national associations from France, Italy, Portugal and Spain gathered to create an initiative by which June 6th was declared International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World.

This proposal was approved by the general assemblies of each show cave association and then transferred to the ISCA Board of Directors, who approved it unanimously both in the Board of Directors Meeting (Oman, 2017) and in the General Assembly (Italy, 2018).
Afterwards, delegations from different countries which are part of UNESCO have also shown their support towards the initiative. These include associations from France, Lebanon, Slovenia, Slovakia, Hungary, Belgium and Croatia, among others.
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Descripción generada automáticamente con confianza baja]The Spanish Show Caves Association joined the initiative in 2016 with the objective of achieving the promulgation of June 6th by UNESCO. The increasing number of supporters was possible thanks to a series of actions which include the participation of the media and social networks, as well as the use of their webpage. Besides, the divulgation of information to the general public and managers of natural heritage has also played an important role.
The protection, conservation and divulgation 16 of these natural formations has been a topic of interest for over 16 years, a period of time during which different associations have aimed at spreading their importance.
The declaration of June 6th as the International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World is key in order to create awareness about the importance of show caves at all levels, including their major role as natural spaces which are essential for our planet.
In addition, caves and the Subterranean World coincide with the goals laid out by the Agenda 2030, which promotes the creation of economic, natural and sustainable spaces in rural areas.
7/ Worldwide support for the International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World
Since the birth of the initiative in 2016 and its later approval by ISCA in 2017, there have been a lot of worldwide events, including activities which promoted the declaration of June 6th as the International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World (see Appendix).
Every year, ISCA and the rest of international associations, especially in the case of ACTE, have celebrated activities based on communication principles towards:
The visitors of show caves.
The members of different organisations in order to support June 6th.
The media, an essential element for the promulgation of June 6th as the International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World.
Both ISCA and ACTE share a common belief in which communication is the main tool to spread this celebration, which represents not only the present promotion and conservation of show caves, but also the creation of a future plan for the next decades.
These actions, which represent many others, reflect the effort of the organisations which aim at creating awareness towards the necessity of highlighting the importance of a series of formations which were formed after millions of years and play a key role in our history.
An endless number of media have echoed this initiative, the International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World, and they are aware of the necessity of preserving these cavities from external harmful agents. For this reason, the support of UNESCO is key in order to achieve the goals of organisations such as ISCA and ACTE, among others.
[image: Imagen que contiene nieve, oveja, hombre, mujer

Descripción generada automáticamente]
Cueva de Castañar, Castañar de Ibor (Cáceres, Spain)


8/ General conclusions
Groundwater represents 30% of freshwater on our planet.
These ecosystems are highly fragile and are greatly affected by pollution.
The Subterranean World can provide information about the geological history since the creation of our planet.
It is home to endangered species which are important to determine life on our planet.
Scientists have found anthropological and paleontological information about human behaviour.
Show caves were visited by over 120 millions of people in 2021, which entails a revenue of over 2.000 millions of euros.

9/ Contact
If you wish to contact the International Show Caves Association, please send an e-mail to any of the addresses below:
Friedrich Oedl, Austria (President): oedl@oedl.at
Rafael Pagés Rodríguez, Spain (First Vice President): rpagesr@citop.es
Nuno Jorge, Portugal (Second Vice President): nuno_jorge@hotmail.com
Juan José Tíscar Moya, Spain (Secretary): secretary@i-s-c-a.org
Francesca Serpentini, Italy (Treasurer): treasurer@i-s-c-a.org
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ARRIKRUTZ, CUEVAS DE OÑATI, SPAIN
Link: http://www.xn--oatiturismo-1db.eus/es/listing-category/arrikrutz/[image: No hay texto alternativo automático disponible.]

[image: Resultado de imagen de DIA MUNDIAL DE LAS CUEVAS]


COVES DE SANT JOSEP, SPAIN
Link: https://covesdesantjosep.es/dia-mundial-de-las-cuevas-y-del-mundo-subterraneo/[image: Imagen]


CUEVA DE LAS GÜIXAS, SPAIN (2017)
Link: https://www.turismovillanua.net/evento/dia-las-cuevas-mundo-subterraneo/[image: Imagen 15]

CUEVA DE LAS GÜIXAS, SPAIN (2018)
Link: https://www.turismovillanua.net/evento/dia-internacional-de-las-cuevas-y-el-mundo-subterraneo-jornada-geologica-de-las-guixas/[image: Imagen]


COVES DE CAMPANET, SPAIN[image: CAMPANET]


CUEVA DE LOS FRANCESES, SPAIN[image: Resultado de imagen de DIA MUNDIAL DE LAS CUEVAS]


CUEVA DEL TESORO, SPAIN
[image: Resultado de imagen de DIA MUNDIAL DE LAS CUEVAS]

CUEVA DE NERJA, SPAIN[image: Imagen 20]


CUEVA DE POZALAGUA, SPAIN[image: P:\Día Mundial del Mundo Subterráneo\2018\Cartel Dia de las Cuevas 2018.jpg]


GRUTA DE LAS MARAVILLAS, SPAIN[image: Imagen 5]


[image: Resultado de imagen de DIA MUNDIAL DE LAS CUEVAS Y EL MUNDO SUBTERRANEO]
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CUEVA DE VALPORQUERO, SPAIN[image: No hay texto alternativo automático disponible.]




Appendix 3/Actions by ISCA Members
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CRYSTAL CAVES, BERMUDAS
[image: Passionate about their subject: staff at the Crystal Caves (Photograph by Moongate Photographic Productions)][image: Imagen 61]




BRIDAL CAVE, BERMUDAS
Enlace: http://bridalcave.blogspot.com/2017/05/the-national-day-of-caves-karst-is.html
[image: Imagen]



FRENCH ASSOCIATION OF SHOW CAVES, ANECAT[image: P:\Día Mundial del Mundo Subterráneo\2018\Evento ANECAT.jpg]


AVEN ARMAND, FRANCE[image: Resultado de imagen de journee internationale des grottes touristiques]


GROTTE DE BAUME OBSCURE, FRANCE[image: Resultado de imagen de journee internationale des grottes touristiques]


AVEN D’ORGNAC, FRANCE[image: Resultado de imagen de 6 juin journee internationale des grottes touristiques]


GOUFFRE DE PADIRAC, FRANCE[image: Imagen 52]

[image: Imagen 55]

[image: Imagen]NATIONAL CAVES ASSOCIATION, USA


MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK, USA[image: Imagen]


RUBY FALLS, USA[image: Imagen]


POSTOJNA CAVE, SLOVENIA[image: Imagen 58]
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Dia de Ias Cuewvas y el MMfundo Subterraneo
Z201S

POZALIL.AGUA

9 de junio

» 2 x1 en Cueva de Pozalagua: pagando una sola entrada, se podra acceder a ella con un acompanante.
> Visita guiada GRATUITA a Museo Dolomitas a las 13:00h (bajo reserva previa).

Durante todo el fin de semana

r
» 2x1 en las entradas del Museo Antigua Fabrica de Dolomitas \ é‘&’
w
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DiA MUNDIAL DE LAS CUEVAS Y DEL MUNDO SUBTERRANEO” DiA 6 DE JUNIO.

La Asociacion de Cuevas Turisticas Espafiolas (ACTE), esta impulsando la declaracion del 6 DE
JUNIO como DIA MUNDIAL DE LAS CUEVAS Y EL MUNDO SUBTERRANEO, v para ello

cucnta con el apoyo de diferentes asociaciones y organizaciones intemacionales.

La Gruta de las Maravillas, decana del turismo subterranco, de cxcepcional belleza y con
importantes valores medioambientales y en la que se lleva a cabo una gestién cada vez més
profesional, cuyo objetivo cs la calidad y mejor atencién a las personas que nos visitan y cuyo
responsable s ¢l Ayuntamicnto de Aracena,  precursor del Turismo Subterranco Espafiol y
‘miembro fundador de la Asociacién de Cuevas Turisticas Espafiolas (ACTE) se suman, como no
podia ser de otra mancra, a la celebracion del Dia Mundial de las Cuevas con diversas actividades
especiales destinadas tanto a la poblacién local como a los visitantes con el objetivo de  transmitir
nuestro compromiso continuado en <l tiempo con la proteccion y pucsta en valor del patrimonio
subterrénco natural y cultural, asi como su divulgacién y promocién.

ACCIONES PROMOCIONALES Y DIVULGATIVAS.

El martes, dia 5, cn Radio Siema de Aracena, la concejala de turismo, Ana Torres, junto al
presidente de la Asociacion de Cuevas Turisticas de Espafia, Manuel Durén, van a dar a conocer ¢l
Dia Mundial de las Cuevas y del Mundo Subterranco, cuales son sus objetivos y qué actividades se
van a realizar en Aracena y en otras cavidades de Espafia.

Se va a realizar una cnara con la imagen del Gran Salon de la Gruta de las Maravillas, anunciando
Ia efemérides y que estaré expuesto en la Recepeién de la Gruta.

ACTIVIDADES DIRIGIDAS A LA POBLACION Y A LOS VISITANTES.

PROMOCION VISITAS TECNICO-GEOLOGICA ( VISITA AMPLIADA)
Durante los dias 6, 7 y 8 de junio.

~Jornadas de puertas abiertas para la Visita técnico- geolgica, para la poblacién
local, en diferentes horarios de mafiana y tarde. Para ello deberén llamar a Recepeion de Gruta, y le

informaran de los horarios disponibles.
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_Promocién 2 X 1 para no residentes en Aracena en la Visita técnico- geolégicas
Compra directa en taquilla, hasta completar aforo.

SENDEROS DEL CERRO DEL CASTILLO Y VISITA AL RECINTO FORTIFICADO .

Los dias 6y 7, alas 19.00 horas.

- Visita guiada senderos del cerro del Castillo. Interpretacién del paisaje EXOKARSTICO  visita
al Recinto Fortificado.

Acceso libre. Punto de encuentro en inicio del sendero en Calle Pozo de la Nieve.

- EL DUENDE BLAS, LA MASCOTA DE LA GRUTA DE LAS MARAVILLAS, visitara los
centros escolares en dia 6 (Colegio Infantil La Julianita y ¢l Colegio José Nogales) para saludar a
todos los nifios. También lo hara <l sibado, dia 9, para que lo conozean los nifios que vengan con
sus padres a visitar Aracena y la Gruta de las Maravillas.

Aracena, 5 de junio de 2018.
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6" June: International Day of Caves and
the Subterranean World

Y 1

| Celebrate 1
“\ National Day,

' 0F CAVES

\\YS JKARST/ ]

with us'
\kd v

June 6th is celebrated worldwide.
Picture. Ruby Falls website.

Y B -y B il | =
Texas Senate recognized 6th June as the International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World, and 2021 as the International Year
of Caves and Karst. Photo: Natural Bridge Caverns
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The International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World is celebrated every June 6 by many show
caves around the world. The International Show Caves Association would like to thank those who took part
in this special event, and we encourage cave owners, managers and organizations to keep working on
promoting June 6™ as one of the most important dates in our calendar.

Here are some of the posts and news which different caves shared on social media:

Interational Show Caves
Association

sisca #showcaves Hyck2021 #yck2022
#caveday #caves Fourism Funderground
Hsubterranean #karst Ver menos

International Show Caves Association

Les grottes de France participent a la Journée
internationale le 6 juin

Bus & Car, on the celebration of June 6th in France
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’ Carlsbad Caverns National Park
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What is karst and is it important?

Karst is a type of landscape made predominately of limestone. Water
moves very easily through limestone and creates many types of
features. These features include sinkholes, sinking streams, springs,
and caves. Because of how easily water moves through these features,
it is important to protect them both for the environment and for us
About 25% of the earth's surface is karst, and much of the world's
population gets their drinking water from these sources. In karst
Iandscapes, pollutants can quickly move through the earth's surface,
contaminating drinking water and the environment.

Do you live in a karst landscape? Where does your drinking water
come from?

Photo: NPS

Carisbad Caverns National Park

Arches National Park

Pinnacles National Park

INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION | JULY & AUGUST 202

1 10

’ Tonto National Monument
h-@

We are excited to kick off Cave Week!

While we often think of caves being underground, you are visiting a
cave when you hike up to the cliff dwellings.

Geologic processes created the caves and alcoves where the Salado
people built their homes 700 years ago.

What other cave parks have you visited?
NPS Photo

Photo Description: Distant view of cliff dwelling rooms within an
alcove on a hillside.

Arches National Park
0@

Happy Netione! Caves and Karst Day!

We want to celebrate what an arch may be
before it becomes 2n arch.a cavel Perhaps one
of the most impressive collections of caves, or
cverhangs, in Arches Nationel Parkis the Cove of
Caves. Small recesses in rock develop anc grow
larger with every storm. Sandstone is del
and can be easily worn away by water, forming
ingentions i rock that resemble caves.

caves and overhangs may be well on their
Way to becomin Ver mas
20 comentarios 61 veces compertida

> Me gusta()

mentarg Compartir @

Mis relevantes w

Pinnacles National Park
)

Today marks the beginning of Cave Week! For an
entire wesk we will celebrate the subterranean,
all across the National Farks and the world.
Pinnacles happens 1o have some of the larges
2nd most accessible talus (rockfal) caves in th
world. Unfortunstely, closures can happen, due
to floading, vandalism, rockfal, or seasonel bat
sensitivities. But there are sections of park like:
the picture here where the splendor of talus
caves can stll be experienced, fike on the trail)
Vermas

o 11 comentarios

o> Me gusta() Comentarg Compartir @

Mis relevantes v

D core
I have done this “hike” once; enter

and then find the small cave to
craw through.
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Natural Bridge Caverns
1Bh-Q

Did you know today is the International Day of Caves and the
Subterranean World? Caves around the world are being explored now
- and our cavern is no exception! Join us in the celebration!

Natural Bridge Caverns

yahoo/news | [ a |

Lisa Denton, Chattanooga Times Free Press, Tenn.
f Sat, June'5,2021, 1101 PM - 8 min read

—
Jun. 5=TO DO SUNDAY

— National Day of Caves & Karst will be celebrated 8 2.m.-8 p.m. at Ruby
Falls, 1720 5. Scenic Highway. Karsts are limestone land formations that
Include cavarns, sinknoles and underground streams. Guests will be able to
Visit a Southeastern Cave Conservancy display and receive a free cave and
karst guide and car ltter bag. Photo-ops with Ruby the Dragon are at 11 am.
and 2 p.m. Tour tickets are 52295 for acults, $1295 for children 3-12.
rubyfalls.com/ticketing

Yahoo!News, on Ruby Falls celebration
CISION rer  rocs  conea
PR Newswire

Newsinfocls  BusinesssMoney  SciencesTech LifestylesHealth  Policy &Public Interest  People & Culture

Cave Enthusiasts to Celebrate the International
Day of Caves & the Subterranean World on 6th
June 2021

NZWS PROVIDED BY SHARE THIS ARTICLE
International Show Cave Association — o ° ° o o o
3t 04,2021, 08:38 ET

ISCA on PR Newswire

Search O
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The National Day of Caves & Karst is Coming June 6th!

May 18, 2017

There is a national holiday coming up very soon that all of us here at Bridal Cave & Thunder Mountain Park
are very excited to share with all of you., Tuesday, June 6, 2017, is the National Day of Caves &

Karst. Our natural attraction at the Lake of the Ozarks is just one of the many places where you can
celebrate this amazing day.

This national holiday was declared by the National Caves Association, which is represented by more than
80 show caves across the United States, Bermuda, and Barbados, including our very own Bridal Cave.
That' s a lot of beautiful places to discover and explore! This special day is being introduced in the hopes
that people will be inspired to tour at least one cave this summer.

What Is Karst?

We are sure everyone is familiar with what a cave is, but karst is probably a new word for most of you.
Karst is a landscape formed from the dissolution of soluble rocks such as limestone, dolomite, and
gypsum. That is what forms natural ridges, towers, fissures, sinkholes, underground streams, caves, and
other similar landforms.

Caves and karst make landscapes diverse, fascinating, and also rich in resources. They provide a very
unigue subsurface habitat for many animals, some of which are incredibly rare. They also preserve fragile
archaeological and paleontological materials for millennia.

5 Reasons To Visit A Cave This Summer

The National Caves Association put out a press release with 5 compelling reasons that you should visit at
least one cave this summer. (But we're willing to bet that you have such an incredible time, you'll make
plans to visit more than that!)

#1 - See things you've never seen before.

No two caves are alike, and even if you've toured a particular cave before, it's very likely that you'll make
discoveries that you overlooked before. There is such a wide array of amazing things to see, you can
never take it all in the first time. Many of the elements inside a cave have been forming for millions of
years, and millions of years from now, there will be completely different things for future tourists to see.

#2 - Spend quality time with family.

Touring show caves is an activity that can by enjoyed by all ages. It can spark an interest in science and
nature in a child that will last a lifetime, and a young person's perspective will point out things adults
would not normally notice. This is the type of activity that encourages family bonding, and wonderful
memories together are just waiting to be made.

#3 - Cave tours are educational.

Tour guides not only lead you through the cave, but they are also full of interesting facts and fun stories
about the things you are seeing. History comes alive when you are up close and personal with the beauty
of these underground caves. While you are down there, you can also learn all about the animals that call it
home, and if you're lucky, maybe even see a few.

The more you learn about how everything in nature works together to benefit each other, the more you
realize just how important caves are. Bridal Cave offers some very educational cave tours, plus a special
"Kids Only" section on our website filled with all kinds of cool information.

#4 - Spending time in nature has many benefits.

There have been many studies done that prove nature boosts both your mental and physical well-being.
When paired with the exercise you get exploring a cave, those studies also showed the following benefits:
restored mental energy, better vision in children, improved concentration, and sharper thinking and
creativity. It has even been linked to lowering anger, stress, blood pressure, and heart rates.

#5 - Caves are fun.

There is a new, exciting adventure inside every cave that you visit. Bridal Cave at the Lake of the Ozarks
is unbelievable to witness when it's all lit up, and this year we are adding a special lantern tour so that you
can get more of a natural experience inside a dark cave. (Watch for more about that in next week's blog!)

Other unique experiences can be had across the country. Bluespring Caverns takes you on the
underground rivers in electric tour boats, and you can tour in kayaks in Indiana Caverns. Luray Caverns in
Virginia is home to the world's largest musical instrument, the Great Stalacpipe Organ.

Well, we're convinced to go caving... how about you? Set some time aside this summer to visit our family
fun Lake of the Ozarks attraction to find out all of the additional sights and activities awaiting you in
addition to those we've mentioned today. We're convinced that after your tour of Bridal Cave & Thunder
Mountain Park, you'll be anxious to see even more. Make a cave "bucket list" with your family and see how
many you can get to this year. It's a great way to encourage Family Fun... As It Should Be!

One of America's most scenic
cave tours.

Visit us at www.BridalCave.com
Like us on Facebook.

Follow us on Twitter.

Follow us on Google+

Follow us on LinkedIn

526 Bridal Cave Road
Camdenton, MO 65020
(573) 346-2676

America's most scenic cave tour  best family attraction Lake of the Ozarks  Bridal Cave  caving  family fun
National Caves Association ~ National Day of Caves & Karst

Location: 526 Bridal Cave Rd, Camdenton, MO 65020, USA

To leave a comment, click the button below to sign in with Google.

SIGN IN WITH GOOGLE

Popular posts from this blog

Stalactites & Stalagmites - Which is Which?
January 08, 2016

Caves in Missouri, as well as around the world, are filled with stalactites and stalagmites. Everyone has
heard of these, but most people have trouble remembering which is which. Today's Bridal Cave blog will
hopefully help you to remember once and for all which one hangs from the ceiling and whi

READ MORE

Explore Thunder Mountain Park
November 12, 2015

The most scenic cave tour in Missouri is surrounded by the natural beauty of Thunder Mountain Park .
This incredible Lake of the Ozarks attraction covers hundreds of acres. It spreads over more than a
mile of Lake of the Ozraks shoreline, a mile of highway frontage along Old Missouri Route

READ MORE

The Dogwood Festival is THIS WEEKEND! Find out the Schedule of Events!
April 22, 2022

The 71st Annual Dogwood Festival is happening this weekend in Camdenton, MO! You won't want to
miss out on this annual event! This year, the Dogwood Festivals Theme is "Small Town Proud" Read on
to get a full schedule of events! Schedule of Events See You At the Dogwood Festival! Tk

READ MORE

Este sitio utiliza cookies de Google para prestar sus servicios y para analizar su trafico. Tu direccion IP y user-

agent se comparten con Google, junto con las métricas de rendimiento y de seguridad, para garantizar la calidad MAS INFORMACION  ACEPTAR
del servicio, generar estadisticas de uso y detectar y solucionar abusos.
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Poura seconde anne consécutive, PANECAT (Association Nationale des Explotants de Cavernes Aménagées
pour le Towisme) Sassoce 3 MSCA (intemational Show Cave Associaton) pour fa
«Journée Intemationale des Grottes Touristques ».

Un événement international, co-organisé simultanément en France, en Italie, en Espagne, au Portugal,
en Angleterre, en rlande, en Slovaquie, en Autriche, aux Etats-Uris..., pacé sous e sgne de a découverte, de
Fenchantement et de a sensibilsation un monde minéral et préhistorique atypique.

Les enfants seront & Ihonneur des animations mises en place au sein des 65 cavités participantes
(soit 90 % des cavités membres de PANECAT) situées dans 7 régions francaises (Pays-delaLoire,
Centre ValdeLoire, Bourgogne-Franche Comté, Auvergne-Rhone Alpes, Nouvelle-Aquitaine, Provence Alpes
Cote d’Azur et Occitanie).

Au programme, des découvertes insolits et des animations inédites tells que des viites augmentées 3
T'aide de drone (Gouffre géant de Cabrespine, 11), des visites réservées aux enfants (Grotte et canyon
de Saulges, 53), des vsites immersives avec des casques de résité augmentée (Aven ¢Orgnac, 07),
des animations autour d a pelnture néolithique (Grotte de Vilars, 24) etc

Ajournée exceptionneli, tarif exceptionnel alant jusqu’a Ia gratuité sur certains ites.

©sergioLaburu ©serge Cailauit

P RELATION PRESSE ANECAT > PROGRAMME DETAILLE

Quai dela Presse Siteinternet:
Cristél PetitPical & Caroline Depas i grottes-en-france.com

04.66.67.04.91 Page Facebook « Journde Internationale » :
cistel@qualdelapresse.com @lourneeinternationaleDesGrottesTouristiques

caroline@quaidelapresse.com
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JOURNEE MONDIALE

~ DU MONDE SOUTERRAIN -
International Day of Caves

Mardi 6 juin Zw

XPOSITION PHOTOGRA

2600, chemin de Sainte Anne - 06460 Saint Vallier de Thiey
TEL. 04 93 42 61 63
www.baumeobscure.com
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Descentes en rappel
par I'entrée naturelle
de la Grotte

Revivezl’émotion
de la découverte de la Grotte !
Sur les traces de Robert de
Joly, 50 métres de descente
en rappel a travers Ientrée
naturelle de I'Aven d'Orgnac
et la magie opére...

N

Descentes offertes
exceptionnellement, pour Iz
Journée Mondiale des Grottes,
uniquement sur réservation.

Horaires
9h-10h-11h et 14h-15h-16h.

Plus d'infos et réservations

¢ 0475386510
@ : infos@orgnac.com

Groupe :4 pers. maximum.
Age minimum : 12 ans.

Réservé a un public sportif.

www.orgnac.com

crédits photos Yannis Rung
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«® As part of "Journée Internationale des Grottes Touristiques" and in partnership with ANECAT
N [ (Association Nationale des Exploitants de Cavernes Aménagées pour le Tourisme - National
//\’ Association of Operators of Caverns open to Tourists), the Gouffre de Padirac cultural and
N scientific mediation team has put together a programme aimed at all the family and at
N highlighting the universe of the underground world
@ + Scientific-mediation workshops for all age groups

* A conference on the theme of “A world tour of the most beautiful underground networks”

to help you discover grottoes outside France that are each more extraordinary than the
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last

ANECAT ® Themed visits (subject to reservation) based on subjects like the incredible story of
Edouard-Alfred Martel, the founding father of modern speleclogy and discoverer of the
Gouffre de Padirac.
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the International Day of Caves & the
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Cave Enthusiasts to Celebrate the International Day of Caves & the
Subterranean World on 6" June 2018

Frasassi/Genga-Italy (3" June 2018) —Members of the International Show Caves Association (ISCA), national cave
associations from many countries, and other cave enthusiasts worldwide are celebrating the International Day of
Caves and the Subterranean World on 6™ June.

“Caves are places of wonder, mystery, and majestic beauty. We see the recognition of the importance of our
subterranean world increasing worldwide,” said Brad Wuest, president of ISCA. “Show caves worldwide are
embracing their role of protecting and preserving caves and providing a place for people to learn about these
special, natural, cultural, and historical resources. Show caves also play another important nature tourism role of
sustainable economic development, providing jobs, and helping the economy of their regions.”

As part of their combined efforts to increase awareness on 6™ June, show caves around the world are hosting
special events, extending special offers, and providing unique educational opportunities for people at their caves
and on social media.

“Everyone is touched by caves and karst. Water, food, cultural history, and scientific research that supports all of
our lives benefits everyone on the planet—not just those living in the 20% of the land that is cavernous and
karstic,” said George Veni, President of the International Union of Speleology.

“Almost everyone knows about caves, but only a small percentage of people have even heard of karst,” said ISCA
President Wuest. “Karst is a landscape that’s typically characterized by rocky hills and outcroppings, sinkholes,
caves, springs and aquifers. Caves are incredibly diverse, and although most caves are found in karst, there are
also lava tube caves, sandstone, and glacial caves. Caves can be decorated with speleothems or ice in colder
climates. They can be filled with fresh water or under the ocean. Caves are also rich in biodiversity and home to
many plant and wildlife species -- some only found in caves.”

Caves are diverse in length, size, and shape as well. Mammoth Cave in Kentucky, USA, has a length of over 651
kilometers and is considered the longest cave on Earth. China's immense Miao Room cavern, hidden beneath
rolling hills and reachable only by an underground stream, is the world's biggest cave chamber with 10.78 million
cubic metersin volume. Sarawak Chamber in Mulu National Park in Malaysia is still the world’s largest by surface
area, with some 154,500 square meters of expanse.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Melody Goeken, publicist
+(1) 210-315-4655, Melody@thewoodagency.com

SHOW CAVES ACROSS THE WORLD TO CELEBRATE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
CAVES AND SUBTERRANEAN WORLD ON 6 JUNE.
Cave Enthusiasts Across the Globe Bring Attention to the
Importance of our subterranean world.
Frasassi/Genga-Italy (6 June 2019) —Members of the International Show Caves
Association, join cave enthusiasts around the world to increase awareness about the importance

of caves and karst landscapes by celebrating International Day of Caves & the

Subterranean World.

Show caves around the world will celebrate the day with special events, tours, and educational
activities promoting environmental awareness and conservation, both in classrooms and at their
respective caves. From lectures with some of the speleology world’s top experts to local
caving and conservation organizations speaking to the importance of exploring, studying,

protecting and preserving our caves and karst landscapes.

“Caves and karst landscapes are places of wonder and majestic beauty. We see the recognition
of the importance of our subterranean world increasing worldwide,” said Brad Wuest, president

of the International Show Caves Association, and president, owner and operator of Natural

Bridge Caverns, Texas, USA. “Show caves worldwide are embracing their role of protecting and
preserving caves and providing a place for people to learn about these special natural, cultural
and historical resources. Show caves also play an important role in nature tourism and

sustainable development, providing jobs and helping the economy of their regions.

Approximately 150 million people visit show caves each year, learning about our

subterranean world” said Wuest.

-MORE-
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Exploration and scientific research is taking place in caves around the world by speleologists. Caves are being
discovered, surveyed, and studied, yet the world is full of caves that have never been seen by a human.
Researchers sample formations to track historical weather trends dating back hundreds of thousands of years to
learn about climate. Rain and surface water is traced as it percolates through karst landscapes and caves into
aquifers to create modeling and better understand how to protect our precious water resources.

“Caves are repositories of pre-history,” said Wuest, “rich in paleontology with fossils and the bones of prehistoric
creatures. Caves are also known to have provided shelter to mankind’s earliest ancestors. This occurred so early
in human history that it is not possible to reliably trace the time that it commenced. The oldest known cave
paintings in Europe are estimated to be 64,000 years old in the caves of Maltravieso, Ardales and La Pasiega, Spain.
Treasures have been excavated by archeologists from the river at Grottes De Han in Belgium ranging from the
Mesolithic up to Modern Times.” Wuest continued, “Caves have played roles in more recent history, ranging from
the mining of bat guano for making gun powder, to Bedeilhac Cave which held a French (then German) aircraft
hangar during World War I1.”

The task of establishing the use of a cave for our modern term “speleological tourism” is easier, but it is still not
possible to be certain when this use began. The oldest known show cave in the world is believed to be Reed Flute
Cave in China with inscriptions from 792 in the time of Tang Dynasty. The first recorded cave tour in Europe was at
Postojna Cave in Slovenia in 1213. Vilenica Cave, in Slovenia holds a record for being open to visitors and collecting
entrance fees since 1633. “Today, perhaps close to 100 million people visit show caves each year learning about
our subterranean world” said Wuest.

“For centuries, the use of caves, as show caves, was carried on in very rudimentary ways. Then, the development
of electric lighting enabled the illumination of show caves. Early experiments with electric light were carried out in
1880 at Jenolan Caves, Australia. In 1881 Sloupsko-303(ivské Jeskyné, Czech Republic, became the first cave in the
world with electric arc light. The first cave in the world with electric light bulbs as we know them today was the
Kraushéhle in Austria in 1883. Show cave visitation is as diverse as the caves themselves, with some only receiving
a few thousand visitors per year to show caves, such as Postojna in Slovenia and Ali-Sadr Cave in Iran, bringing in
over one million visitors. Several caves in China boast even greater visitation.

There are many benefits to spending time in a cave. Caves can provide an experience to foster quality family time
and form memories together during vacations. Caves can spark a child’s interest in science that could shape their
future. Spending time in nature, as evidenced in many studies, can also boost mental and physical well-being,
improve concentration, increase energy, reduce stress, and lower blood pressure and heart rates. Activities such
as hiking to or in a cave is great for physical fitness too.

The International Show Caves Association (ISCA) was founded in 1990 and is headquartered in Frasassi/Genga,
Italy. ISCA is an international organization of persons, associations, corporations, and government agencies who
own, manage or operate show caves that are open to the public. ISCA provides a critical forum for show caves to
network and collaborate on matters that pertain to their caves. ISCA aims to promote, encourage, and support the
cooperation of show cave operators, speleologists and cave enthusiasts through the sharing of information and to
promote the preservation and conservation of caves, while increasing public interest in the world of show caves by
way of unique marketing and the evolution of methods to enhance the show cave experience.

For more information on the International Show Caves Association and its members, please visit www.i X i
For more information on the International Union of Speleology, please visit www.uis-speleo.org.

Media Contacts
Brad Wuest, ISCA President bwuest@naturalbridgecaverns.com + (1) 210-651-6101
Renata Marinelli, ISCA Secretary / Treasurer renatamarinelli@libero.it + (39) 0732 972108
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Caves and karst make landscapes diverse, fascinating, and rich in resources, including the
largest springs and most productive groundwater on Earth, not to mention at least 175 different
minerals, a few of which have only been found in caves. These landscapes provide a unique
subsurface habitat for both common and rare animals and preserve fragile archaeological and

paleontological materials for future generations.

“Everyone is touched by caves and karst. Water, food, cultural history, and scientific research
that supports and benefits everyone on the planet—not just the 25 percent of the world’s
population who either lives on or obtains its water from karst aquifers,” said Dr.

George Veni, Executive Director of the National Cave and Karst Research Institute and President

of the International Union of Speleology. “Caves are incredibly diverse, and although most

caves are found in karst, there are also lava tube caves, sandstone, and glacial caves. Caves
can be decorated with speleothems or ice in colder climates. They can be filled with fresh water
or under the ocean. Caves are also rich in biodiversity and home to many plant and wildlife

species -- some that are only found in caves,” continued Dr. Veni.

Caves are diverse in depth, length, size and shape as well. Veryovkina Cave in the Eurasian
country of Georgia is the deepest cave in the world at 2,212 meters. Mammoth Cave in
Kentucky, USA, has a length of over 651 kilometers and is the longest known cave on Earth.

Sarawak Chamber in Gunung Mulu National Park in Malaysia is the world’s largest cave room

by surface area, with 164,459 square meters of expanse. Hang Son Doong, in Vietnam, has the
world’s biggest cave passage with an internal, fast-flowing subterranean river and a forest
ecosystem where sunlight enters the cave from giant sinkholes. It measures 38.5 million cubic

meters. Divers recently discovered an underwater passage in Hang Son Poong leading to the

nearby Thung Cave. When officially connected, it will add 1.6 million cubic meters in volume to
the biggest cave in the world.

-MORE-
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“Caves are repositories of pre-history, rich in paleontology with fossils and the bones of
prehistoric creatures. Caves often yield the bones of prehistoric animals as well as the artifacts
of prehistoric man.” said Wuest. The oldest known cave paintings in Europe are estimated

to be 64,000 years old in the caves of Maltravieso, Ardales and La Pasiega, Spain.

“Caves have played more recent history-making roles, from the mining of bat guano to make
gunpowder and fertilizer, to France’s Bedeilhac Cave which served as a hidden French, then
German, aircraft hangar during World War II, “continued Wuest. Criminals, such as the

famous American outlaw Jesse James, used caves as both a hideout and a place to store stolen

goods. The oldest known show cave in the world is believed to be Reed Flute Cave in
China with inscriptions from 792 in the time of Tang Dynasty. The first recorded cave tour in
Europe was at Postojna Cave, Slovenia in 1213. Vilenica Cave also in Slovenia, holds the record

for being open to visitors and collecting entrance fees since 1633.

Caves are important natural resources because of their unique beauty, history, and their role in
a healthy environment. They play key roles in groundwater movement, serve as habitat for
threatened and endangered animal species, and they provide outstanding opportunities for
scientific study and gaining a better understanding of the geology and hydrogeology of karst
landscapes, and the relationships between the environment we see at the surface and the one

that is hidden underground.

-MORE
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Cave photography is available by request.

ABOUT INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION:

The International Show Caves Association (ISCA) was founded in 1990 and is headquartered in Frasassi/Genga,
Italy. ISCA is an international organization of persons, associations, corporations, and government agencies who
oown, manage or operate show caves that are open to the public. ISCA provides a critical forum for show caves to
network and collaborate on matters that pertain to their caves. ISCA aims to promote, encourage, and support the
cooperation of show cave operators, speleologists and cave enthusiasts through the sharing of information and to
promote the preservation and conservation of caves, while increasing public interest in the world of show caves by
way of unique marketing and the evolution of methods to enhance the show cave experience.

Address: Largo Leone XII 60040 Genga Ancona, Italy Email: francescaserpentini@alice.it Tel: + (39) 0732 972108
http://www.i-s-c-a.com https://www.facebook.com/InternationalShowCavesAssociation/

-END-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Melody Goeken, publicist
Cell: +(1) 210-315-4655
Email: Melody@thewoodagency.com

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF CAVES AND THE SUBTERRANEAN WORLD
ON JUNE 6 BRINGS ATTENTION TO THE IMPORTANCE OF

CAVES, THE DEVESTATING IMPACT OF COVID-19 AND SHOW CAVE REOPENINGS

Frasassi/Genga-Italy (June 3, 2020,) — Members of the International Show Caves
Association (ISCA) join cave enthusiasts around the world celebrating the International Day
of Caves and the Subterranean World June 6 to increase awareness about the significance
of caves to our environment, culture, history and economy, and how their economic impact has
been effected by COVID-19.

June 6 is usually a day of celebration when it comes to the show cave industry. In the USA, it's
known as National Caves and Karst Day. Outside those borders, the International Day of
Caves and the Subterranean World is used to bring attention to the wonder and importance
of caves and karst landscapes. This year, ISCA is using the day to also bring attention to the
economic devastation the show cave industry has experienced due to COVID-19 and
to spread the word that show caves are reopening with new operating procedures and health

protocols to provide safe and enjoyable nature experiences for visitors.

As travel and tourism destinations around the world learn how to operate in a new normal, the

show caves industry is also trying to ascend from the depths of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Brad Wuest, ISCA President and Co-owner and President/CEO of Natural Bridge Caverns,
Texas, USA, commented on the COVID-19-related economic devastation that his and so many
other show caves have witnessed worldwide. “Travel and tourism is one of the hardest hit
industries and show caves like other tourist attractions are often some of the last businesses
allowed to reopen after COVID-19 closures. Many show caves are only supported by revenue

from their operations including cavern tours, café and gift shop sales,” said Wuest.

-MORE-

ISCApg.1
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“We are fortunate that our show cave, Natural Bridge Caverns, has been able to reopen after
closing March 17. I estimate we will lose more than 40% of our total income for 2020.
This hurts our business, employees and the local economy. It also reduces tax revenue for
government programs and services. In many cases, show caves are the largest employers in their
area, with those employees currently furloughed or laid off. Many show caves worldwide are still
closed, and uncertain as to when and if they will be able to reopen,” continued Wuest.

The cost to reopen show caves under the new normal adds to the financial burden. Employees
must be brought back, new employees hired, and all trained on new policies and procedures.
Additional equipment and supplies must be purchased, and costs incurred for advertising that the
cave has reopened. Many of these expenses are incurred before the show cave opens to the
public and starts to generate any income. After opening many of the show caves will operate with
smaller tour groups to provide adequate physical distancing between family groups and tour
guides. This method of operation requires more employees, increasing expenses while income is
reduced with less visitors, resulting in show caves operating less profitably.

A part of the financial hit for show caves has included the loss of school groups. Each year show
caves educate millions of children through school fieldtrips and educational outreach in
classrooms. Because schools around the world closed, the loss for children’s education, as well

as the financial impacts for show caves, has been substantial.

Despite all these challenges, show caves are developing and implementing new protocols based
on government and health official recommendations and industry best practices to keep their
employees and visitors healthy and safe. These include health screening, physical distancing, face
coverings, disinfecting touch surfaces, hand sanitizer, reduced tour capacities and numerous
other health and operational measures. Show caves are prepared to welcome visitors back

safely and provide enjoyable, inspiring and educational experiences.

Aside from the impact of COVID-19, show caves continue to raise awareness of the importance
of caves and karst, and assuring the public that caves are safe, educational, unique, exciting
places to visit. Caves and karst make landscapes diverse, fascinating and rich in resources,
including the largest springs and most productive groundwater on Earth, not to mention at least

175 different minerals, a few of which have only been found in caves.

-MORE-
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These landscapes provide a unique subsurface habitat for both common and rare animals and
preserve fragile archaeological and paleontological materials for future generations.

“Caves are places of wonder, mystery and majestic beauty. We see the recognition of the
importance of our subterranean world increasing worldwide,” said Brad Wuest, president of ISCA.
“Show caves around the world are embracing their role in protecting and preserving caves and
providing a place for people to learn about these special, natural, cultural and historical resources.
Show caves also play another important nature tourism role of sustainable economic

development, providing jobs, and helping the economy of their regions.”

A U.S. National Park Service report showed that 533,000 visitors to Mammoth Cave National
Park in 2018 spent an estimated $45.1 million in communities near the park. That spending
supported 599 jobs in the local area and had a cumulative benefit to the local economy of $61.6
million. Economic contributions by show caves such as this are seen all over the world.

There are more than 1,600 show caves worldwide, over 650 in Europe and more than 120 in
North America. Show caves are both publicly and privately owned and managed. Show cave
visitation is as diverse as the caves themselves, with some only receiving a few thousand visitors

per year, while others, such as Postojna in Slovenia and Ali-Sadr Cave in Iran, bring in over 1

million visitors annually. In total, more than 150 mi

on people visit show caves each year.
That’s 150 million opportunities for show caves to educate the public about the importance of
caves, karst landscapes and the value of our subterranean world. Considering the visitation and
the number of employees, the economic impact of the show cave industry is robust — with
estimated visitor spending at more than 3 billion euros worldwide.

Caves are diverse in-depth, length, size and shape. Veryovkina Cave in the Eurasian country of
Georgia is the deepest cave in the world at 2,212 meters. Mammoth Cave in Kentucky, USA,
has a length of over 663 kilometers and is the longest known cave on Earth. Sarawak Chamber
in Gunung Mulu National Park in Malaysia is the world’s largest chamber by surface area, with

164,459 square meters of expanse. Hang Son Poong in Vietnam is the world’s biggest cave
passage, measuring 38.5 million cubic meters, with an internal, fast-flowing subterranean river

and a forest ecosystem where sunlight enters the cave from giant sinkholes.

-MORE-
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Although slowed, and in many cases halted temporarily, by COVID-19, exploration and scientific
research has been taking place in caves around the world by speleologists. Caves are being
discovered, surveyed and studied, yet the world is full of caves that have never been seen by a
human. Caves are also important natural resources because of their unique beauty, history, and
their role in a healthy environment. They play key roles in groundwater movement and serve as
habitat for threatened and endangered animal species. Caves provide outstanding opportunities
for studying and gaining a better understanding of the geology of landscape and the relationships

between the environment we see at the surface and the one that is hidden underground.

Caves can provide an experience to foster quality family time and form memories. Caves can
spark a child’s interest in science that could shape their future. Spending time in nature, as
evidenced in many studies, can also boost mental and physical well-being, improve concentration,
increase energy, reduce stress, and lower blood pressure and heart rates. Hiking to or in a cave
is great for physical fitness too. These are all activities that are especially important at a time
when most people have been kept inside their homes and want to get out and explore new things.

A searchable directory of ISCA show caves and photo galleries may be found here.

Other photos and electronic assets may be found here.

ABOUT INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION:
The International Show Caves Association (ISCA) was founded in 1990 and is headquartered in Frasassi/Genga,

Italy, ISCA is an international organization of persons, associations, corporations, and government agencies who
own, manage or operate show caves that are open to the public. ISCA provides a critical forum for show caves to
network and collaborate on matters that pertain to their caves. ISCA aims to promote, encourage, and support the
cooperation of show cave operators, speleologists and cave enthusiasts through the sharing of information and to
promote the preservation and conservation of caves, while increasing public interest in the world of show caves by
way of unique marketing and the evolution of methods to enhance the show cave experience.

Address: Largo Leone XII 60040 Genga Ancona, Italy Email: iscasecretary@i-s-c-a.org Tel: + (39) 0732 972108
Www.i-s-c-a.org - www.facebook.com/InternationalShowCavesAssociation/

-END-
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Cave Enthusiasts to Celebrate the International Day of Caves & the
Subterranean World on 6% June 2021

Frasassi/Genga-Italy (3" June 2021) —Members of the International Show Caves Association (ISCA), national cave
associations from many countries, and countless cave enthusiasts worldwide are joining together to celebrate the
International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World on 6% June. For the first time, the celebration will take
place during the International Year of Caves and Karst which was launched in January 2021 and will continue
through 2022. As part of their combined efforts to increase awareness of caves and karst landscapes, on 6™ June
show caves around the world will be hosting special events, extending special offers, and providing unique
educational opportunities for people at their caves and on social media.

ISCA is also using the day to bring attention to the economic devastation the show cave industry has experienced
due to COVID-19’s impact on travel and to spread the word that show caves around the world are open now or in
the process of reopening soon as different regions across the world are looking forward to a rebound in tourism.
“Show caves worldwide play not only a vital role of protection and preservation of these fragile eco-systems; the
show caves themselves are important economic engines in their communities,” said Brad Wuest, president of ISCA.

Worldwide more than 144 million people visit show caves in a normal year; in 2020 94% of show caves closed, for
some time period, due to COVID-19. It is estimated that 59% of visitation to these communities was lost, resulting
in a similar percentage of temporary job losses. With recovery on the horizon, show cave operators around the
world are following health recommendations and government requirements as they welcome visitors back for
amazing nature experiences. The goal is for these show cave operators to continue their multifaceted role of
stewardship, education, and tourism within their community.

“Everyone is touched by caves and karst. Water, food, cultural history, and scientific research that supports all of
our lives and benefits everyone on the planet—not just those living in the 20% of the land that is cavernous and
karstic,” said George Veni, President of the International Union of Speleology. Caves and karst landscapes supply
10% of the fresh drinking water to billions of people. They deliver tens of billions of dollars each year to economies
through tourism. They serve as habitat for many important species such as bats which eat insects, pollinate, and
disperse seeds, reducing pesticide use and supporting the production of foods, medicines, and industrial products.
It also provides a bounty of unique scientific knowledge for climate change, mineral resources, agriculture, and
even the search for life on other planets.

Caves are diverse in length, size, and shape. Mammoth Cave in Kentucky, USA, is the longest cave on Earth and
continues to increase in length as more passage is discovered, currently an astounding length of 663 kilometers
(412 miles). Sarawak Chamber in Mulu National Park in Malaysia is the world’s largest cave room by surface area,
with some 164,459 square meters (1,770,220 square feet) of expanse. Veryovkina Cave in the Eurasian country of
Georgia is the deepest cave in the world at 2,212 meters (7,257 feet).

-MORE-
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Exploration and scientific research are still underway in caves around the world by speleologists with caves
continually being discovered, surveyed, and studied. Even so, the world is full of caves that have never been seen
by a human. Critical scientific insights come from caves: researchers sample formations to track historical weather
trends dating back hundreds of thousands of years to learn about climate. Rain and surface water is traced as it
percolates through karst landscapes and caves into aquifers to create modeling and better understand how to
protect our precious water resources.

“Caves have always attracted people,” said Wuest, “Caves provided shelter to mankind’s earliest ancestors, so
early in human history that it is not possible to reliably trace the time that it commenced.” Cave tourism may have
begun at the Reed Flute Cave in China with inscriptions from 792 in the time of the Tang Dynasty. The first
recorded cave tour in Europe was at Postojna Cave in Sloveniain 1213. Vilenica Cave in Slovenia holds a record for
being open to visitors and collecting entrance fees since 1633.

Today, with 144 million visitors, caves are among the most universally visited natural formations around the world.
From Europe to Australia to South and North America, show caves bring families together. Caves can spark a
child’s interest in science that could shape their future. Spending time in nature, as evidenced in many studies, can
also boost mental and physical well-being, improve concentration, increase energy, reduce stress, and lower blood
pressure and heart rates. Activities such as hiking to or in a cave is great for physical fitness too.

The International Show Caves Association (ISCA) was founded in 1990 and is headquartered in Frasassi/Genga,
Italy. ISCA is an international organization of persons, associations, corporations, and government agencies who
own, manage or operate show caves that are open to the public. ISCA provides a critical forum for show caves to
network and collaborate on matters pertaining to their caves. ISCA aims to promote, encourage, and support the
cooperation of show cave operators, speleologists and cave enthusiasts through the sharing of information and to
promote the preservation and conservation of caves, while increasing public interest in the world of show caves by
way of unique marketing and the evolution of methods to enhance the show cave experience.

For more information on the International Show Caves Association and its members, please visit www.i-s-c-a.org.
For more information on the International Union of Speleology, please visit www.uis-speleo.org.
For more information about the International Year of Caves and Karst, please visit www.iyck2021.org.

Media Contacts
Brad Wuest, ISCA President: bwuest@naturalbridgecaverns.com, + (1) 210-651-6101
Juan José Tiscar Moya, ISCA Communications Europe: juanjotiscar@i-s-c-a.org +34 660 24 46 50

Winter Prosapio, ISCA Communications USA: wprosapio@naturalbridgecaverns.com +(1) 512-888-6570

PHOTO ASSETS AND B-ROLL
Caves and karst photos, logos, and B-Roll are available here.

Video featuring background information about show caves and the International Year of Caves and Karst.
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COBLESKILL, N.Y., May 17, 2022 /PRNewswire/ -- Members of the International Show Caves
Association (ISCA), the National Caves Association USA (NCA) along with cave associations from
many countries, scientists, and countless cave enthusiasts worldwide are joining together to
celebrate the International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World and National Cave & Karst
Day, aka International Cave Day, on 6™ June. Around the globe show caves will be hosting local

celebrations filled with educational opportunities and a call for protection of caves everywhere.

Show caves (caves open to the public for
learning and enjoyment) provide
education on the importance of
conservation to over 150 million people a
year. These caves are often the first
exposure to the karst environment and
can spur a lifetime of interest in
exploration, study, and protection of these

important natural resources. These caves

are beginning to rebound after COVID

closures worldwide hit the industry hard.
Explorations continue around the world as cave passages are discovered. Credit:

Bennett Lee

"Cave preservation is made possible by the
realization of how critical caves and karst
landscapes are to people and their
communities," said Brad Wuest, president
of ISCA. "Show caves are often the first
experience people have with these
incredible eco-systems and provide an
opportunity to inspire a desire for
conservation." Show cave operators

around the world are celebrating their

multifaceted role of stewardship,

education, and tourism within their Natural wonders capture the imagination and drive a desire for conservation. Credit:

P Frasassi Cave Genga Italy
community.

Show caves are also helping raise funds to protect caves and the ability of people to visit them for
future generations through the Cave Preservation Network. The Cave Preservation Network is a
collaboration in the USA of the National Speleological Society (NSS), the National Caves
Association USA, private cave owners, cave explorers, and all those who are fascinated by the
caving world. The goal is to generate educational materials to be used at caves across the country
and to raise funds for protecting wild cave and karst lands for today and the future. A number of
USA cave operators are raising money for the Cave Preservation Network by accepting donations,
matching contributions, and offering "rounding up" on tickets while helping millions of people

learn about why preservation is so important.

"Thanks to the collaborative efforts of Cave Preservation Network (CPN), NSS members have been
able to work with show cave owners to protect sensitive cave environments across the US," noted
Adam Weaver, Administrative Vice President for NSS. "In the last year, this partnership has resulted
in more than 350,000 downloads of cave conservation materials. During this same period, these
collaborative efforts allowed the NSS to be comfortable in its acquisition of four new nature

preserves, protecting more than 30 miles of cave passage.”

"At one time all our show caves were wild caves awaiting discovery," said Bob Holt, Executive
Director of NCA. "The truth is without continued exploration, study and protection; we could lose

these remarkable natural wonders for generations to come."

In France, the National Association of Operators of Caves Developed for Tourism (ANECAT) and the
French Federation of Speleology (FFS) are celebrating the International Day of Caves and the
Subterranean World together. Activities include tours with both guides and cavers, introduction to

caving techniques, virtual tours, and more.

Exploration and scientific research are still underway in caves around the world by speleologists
with caves continually being discovered, surveyed, and studied. Even so, the world is full of caves
that have never been seen by a human. Critical scientific insights come from caves: researchers
sample formations to track historical weather trends dating back hundreds of thousands of years
to learn about climate. Rain and surface water are traced as they percolate through karst
landscapes and caves into aquifers to create modeling and better understand how to protect our

precious water resources.

Caves are among the most universally visited natural formations around the world, and the impact
of the pandemic, which was significant on all tourism centers, hit show caves hard. Worldwide
close to 150 million people visit show caves in a normal year, but an estimated 59% of visitation
to these communities was lost at the height of the pandemic. Fortunately, with travel recovery
underway along with an increased interest in visiting natural wonders, show caves are positioned

for a robust rebound.

Scientists around the world are joining the celebration, in particular speleologists. "Everyone is
touched by caves and karst. Water, food, cultural history, and scientific research that supports all of
our lives and benefits everyone on the planet—not just those living in the 20% of the land that is
cavernous and karstic," said George Veni, President of the International Union of Speleology. Caves
and karst landscapes supply 10% of the fresh drinking water to billions of people. They deliver tens
of billions of dollars each year to economies through tourism. They serve as habitat for many
important species such as bats which eat insects, pollinate, and disperse seeds, reducing pesticide
use and supporting the production of foods, medicines, and industrial products. It also provides a
bounty of unique scientific knowledge for climate change, mineral resources, agriculture, and even

the search for life on other planets.

"Caves have always attracted people," said Wuest, "Archeologists have found evidence of ancient
peoples in caves including artifacts and paintings. The oldest known cave paintings in Europe are
estimated to be 64,000 years old in Maltravieso, Ardales, and La Pasiega, Spain." The first recorded

cave tour in Europe was at Postojna Cave, Slovenia in 1213.

Celebration of International Cave Day is the perfect time to spark interest in these critical natural
places. "We are thrilled to return to sharing these incredible environments with more people," said
Holt. "Who knows, the next person who walks through a show cave could very well turn into a

speleologist in their own right."

About the International Show Caves Association

The International Show Caves Association (ISCA) was founded in 1990 and is headquartered in
Frasassi/Genga, Italy. ISCA is an international organization of persons, associations, corporations,
and government agencies who own, manage or operate show caves that are open to the public.
ISCA provides a critical forum for show caves to network and collaborate on matters pertaining to
their caves. ISCA aims to promote, encourage, and support the cooperation of show cave operators,
speleologists and cave enthusiasts through the sharing of information and to promote the
preservation and conservation of caves while increasing public interest in the world of show caves

by way of unique marketing and the evolution of methods to enhance the show cave experience.

About the National Caves Association USA

Founded in 1965 by a small group of private show cave owners from across the United States, the
National Caves Association USA (NCA) has been encouraging the public to discover the
underground wonders of America's show caves. The Association has grown over the years to

include the best show caves across the United States, Bermuda, and Barbados.

Links for: International Show Caves Association
National Caves Association USA

International Union of Speleology

National Speleological Society

Cave Preservation Network

Media Contacts

Winter Prosapio, ISCA/NCA Communications USA: 336549@email4pr.com +(1) 512-888-6570
Brad Wuest, ISCA President: 336549@email4pr.com, + (1) 210-651-6101

Juan José Tiscar Moya, ISCA Communications Europe: 336549@email4pr.com +34 660 24 46 50
Bob Holt, NCA Executive Director: 336549@email4pr.com, 518-231-5420

PHOTO ASSETS AND B-ROLL

Caves and karst photos, logos, and B-Roll are available here

Fact Sheet on Caves and Karst

SOURCE International Show Caves Association; National Caves Association
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International Cave Day Fun Facts!

This is the 5th year we are celebrating the International Day of Caves and the Subterranean World, aka,

International Cave Day on June 6th! Here are some great facts about caves and karsts to share with guests and

friends!

First of all - what’s karst?

Karst is a landscape that’s typically characterized by rocky hills and outcroppings, sinkholes, caves,
springs and aquifers. Itis oftentimes hard to spot because it takes so many forms.

Karst landscapes are home to hundreds of rare species of animals ranging from amphibious creatures
like frogs, salamanders, fish, and crustaceans to mammals, reptiles, and birds.

Karst areas are found on every continent in the world - except for Antarctica.

Karst covers an estimated 20% of the world’s land surface.

The word karst comes from the Latin word “crasus” which means rock or stony soil. There is a region
known as “Kars” in Slovenia and northeast Italy.

Great! Now let’s talk about caves...

Caves are incredibly diverse, and although most caves are found in karst, there are also caves outside
of karst landscapes like lava tube caves, sandstone, and glacial caves.

Caves can be decorated with speleothems or ice in colder climates. They can be filled with fresh
water or under the ocean.

Caves are rich in biodiversity and home to many plant and wildlife species -- some of which are only
found in caves.

Speleothems (cave formations like stalagmites and stalactites) take on average 100 years to grow one
cubic inch.

People have always loved caves too. The oldest known cave paintings in Europe are estimated to be
64,000 years old in the caves of Maltravieso, Ardales, and La Pasiega, Spain.

Caves were economic generators even before people started visiting them, for example some caves
were used as a source of bat guano for making gunpowder.

Caves are diverse in length, size, and shape.

o Mammoth Cave in Kentucky, USA, is the longest cave on Earth and continues to increase in
length as more passage is discovered, currently an astounding length of 663 kilometers (412
miles).

o  Sarawak Chamber in Mulu National Park in Malaysia is the world’s largest cave room by

surface area, with some 164,459 square meters (1,770,220 square feet) of expanse.
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o Veryovkina Cave in the Eurasian country of Georgia is the deepest cave in the world at 2,212
meters (7,257 feet).

o Son Doong is located in Central Vietnam, in the heart of the Phong Nha Ke Bang National
Park. It is considered the largest cave in the world, based on volume.

? Let’s talk about show caves!

The oldest known show cave in the world is believed to be Reed Flute Cave in China with inscriptions
from 792 in the time of Tang Dynasty.

The first recorded cave tour in Europe was at Postojna Cave in Slovenia in 1213.

Vilenica Cave, in Slovenia holds a record for being open to visitors and collecting entrance fees since
1633.

Today, we believe that close to 150 million people visit show caves each year.

What about wild caves?

Thousands of people around the globe explore wild caves every year. A wild cave is a cave that does
not have public access but can be explored with landowner / governing authority permission. These
caves do not have paved trails or artificial lighting. Some Show caves provide tours through “wild”
sections of their caves.

Wild caves are the great unknown. Along with the deep sea and space, caves are the last frontier of
unexplored places by humans.

International Union of Speleology and other speleological societies around the world work together
to promote safe and responsible caving practices, effective cave and karst management, speleology,
and conservation. Depending on their area of expertise, speleologists study the geological formation
of caves, or the mineral deposits within caves, including stalactites and stalagmites. They may also
study the creation of accurate and detailed cave maps, or the animals, insects, and microorganisms
that live inside caves.

Spelunkers are bound together by their love of caves and caving and their desire to learn about the
underground environment and protect it for future generations.

Some wild caves around the world are protected by local laws and regulation; some are not. Some
wild caves are privately owned; others are part of a public trust like a national park system. Some wild
caves have been extensively explored; some are being discovered every year.

Al caves have something unique about them and are worth protecting.

More! More! More!

There are great resources online to learn more. Visit any of these sites to learn more.

Find a show cave to visit near you (no spelunking needed!):

US: National Caves Association

Worldwide: International Show Caves Association

National Speleological Society (US): “Learn about Caving”
From the National Park Service (US): How caves and speleothems form

International Year of Caves and Karst: Celebrating Caves and Karst for two years with loads of information!
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Twitter

Twitter mentions of your release on PR Newswire Properties. Total tweets include

retweets.

Total tweets: 1
Retweets: 0

Outlet Name

RockyMinCaving
W Rocky Mtn Caving(@RockyMtnCaving)

Commercial show caves worldwide are celebrating International Cave Day June 6. Visita

public cave like Colorado's... https:/t.coMif2/0Gay

View Tweet

Potertial Audience

860 Followers

Date Published

2022-06-04
10:37:12
EDT
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External Traffic Sources
Understand how viewers found your release.
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Image Image Archive Views Web Crawler Hits Total

View Image 297 308 605
View Image 284 136 420
Total 581 444 1,025

*Image views are the total number of human views of the image as it appeared on this release. Web Crawler Hits are the number of spider and bot hits to

the image and are cumulative from the original date of distribution.
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Overview
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Audience Summary

Geo-segmentation

See where views of your release originated. Hover over map to see totals by location.
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Audience Details
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The lists below represent categories of targeted audiences you selected for your release.

Cision Influencer Lists
Tourism (386 organizations, 451 recipients)

Organization Number of recipients
Conds Nast Traveler | Magazine 7
AFAR Magazine | Magazine 6
Orlando Sentinel | Daily Newspaper 4
Phocuswright Research | Industry Research Firm 4
Texas Highways | Magazine 4
Condé Nast Traveler Online | Intemet Magazine 3
County Lines | Magazine 3
Destinations by JAX FAX | Magazine 3
GoNOMAD Travel | Internet Magazine - Online Only 3
Matador Network | Internet Magazine - Online Only 3

Associated Press Outlets

Every PR Newswire U.S. wire newsline includes targeted distribution to the Associated Press, an
essential global news network that delivers content to an extensive set of media platforms and
formats. The list below represents the outlets you reach via this partnership.

Outlet Name City State  Newsline Type Audience
Marketwatch/USA Today Mclean =~ VA Custom newsline Online 16,339,850 Visitors per Month
Yahoo Inc. Sunnyvale  CA  Custom newsline Online 10,030,975 Visitors per Month
NBC National Broadcasting Co. NewYork ~ NY  Customnewsine  Television 6,911,848 Broadcast Audience
NBC News NewYork ~ NY  Customnewsine  Television 6,911,848 Broadcast Audience
New York Times NewYork ~ NY  Customnewsline  Newspaper 1,103,096 circulation
Chicago Tribune Chicago IL  Customnewsline  Newspaper 752,162 circulation
Digital First Media (Los Angeles) Woodland Hils ~ CA  Custom newsline ~ Newspaper 494,109 circulation
Washington Post Washington DG Custom newsline  Newspaper 485414 circulation
New York Post NewYork ~ NY  Customnewsline  Newspaper 433,114 circulation

Tampa Bay Times St. Petersburg FL  Customnewsline  Newspaper 391,215 circulation
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Engagement

Overview
TOTAL ENGAGEMENT ACTIONS 274
Click-throughs 274

Engagement Timeline
See when your audience engaged with your release.
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Engagement Details
A break down of click-throughs, shares and other engagement
actions.

Click-throughs
The number of times your release sent visitors to the pages you linked to

Click-

URL throughs

https//www.dropbox.com/sh/j43oejkpn 1 1mfrd/AACXcuyHVES5PWGTKEvrp05__a?dI=0 35

Total 274
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Click-

URL throughs
htips7/www.i-s-c-a.org/ 33
htips/learnmore.caves.org/ 31
htips//www.grottesdefrance.org/en-immersion-grottes-de-france/ 23
htips/uis-speleo.org/ 23
htipy/www.cavern.com/ 21
htips/caves.org/ 19
htipz/www.i-s-c-a.org/ 19
htips //www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/240-isca-announces-results-of-covid-19-survey 19
htips //www.dropbox.com/sclfi/9th67zcr3adzp7ytdcfmd/Interational-Cave-Day-Fun-Facts- 17

1.docx?dI=0&rlkey=i8t5c1 vk5u1vgBTmswizoitwe

htipy/www.uis-speleo.org/ 17
htips:/en.wikipedia.orgiwiki/Postojna_Cave 16
htips //www.dropbox.com/sclfi/9th67zcr3adzp7ytdcfmd/Interational-Cave-Day-Fun-Facts- 1
1.docx?dI=0

Total 274

Copyright © 2022 Cision US Inc., 130 E Randolph St., 7th Floor, Chicago, IL 60601. View our Privacy Policy.
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El seis de junio, Dia Mundial de las Cuevas y del Mundo Subterraneo
25 Mayo 2020

La International Show Caves Association, en una iniciativa de ACTE, propone a UNESCO la celebracion de este dia como la difusién de la importancia
del mundo subterraneo.

La International Show Caves Association (ISCA), que representa a todas las cuevas turisticas a nivel mundial, ha aprobado, a propuesta de Espafia, la candidatura del seis de junio
para su declaracién por parte de la UNESCO como Dia Mundial de las Cuevas y del Mundo Subterraneo.

ACTE, a través del grupo de trabajo formado por las asociaciones nacionales de Francia, Italia, Portugal y Espafia, ha llevado a cabo esta iniciativa, ahora con el apoyo de ISCA. El
objetivo es el reconocimiento de dicho dia como el del mundo subterraneo y de las cuevas.

Tal y como ACTE expone en su dossier, “el mundo subterraneo es el conjunto de espacios naturales y/o antrépicos que son accesibles por el hombre y en él, se encuentran
ejemplos de estos espacios repartidos por todo el planeta. Muchas veces asociados a los paisajes karsticos o la actividad volcanica, pero también debidas a la actividad humana en
su bsqueda de recursos minerales, como las minas, que también son parte activa de esta propuesta y de las asociaciones que la integran. Todos poseen valores geolégicos y
biologicos de enorme interés y muchas albergan vestigios prehistdricos, arqueoldgicos y artisticos, de gran valor cultural, cuya proteccion y conservacién deben ser garantizadas”.

Esta importancia del mundo subterréneo y de las cuevas ha de ser plasmado en un dfa internacional que permita, ademés de difundir sus caracteristicas, concienciar sobre la
necesidad de preservar estos lugares.

ACTE, quien lidera la propuesta a peticion de ISCA, ha iniciado estos dias una campafia en redes sociales y web para continuar con la iniciativa, iniciada en 2016, de que el seis de
junio sea el Dfa Mundial de las Cuevas y del Mundo Subterréneo.

La propuesta de dicha fecha responde a la apertura de todas las cuevas mundiales, tanto del hemisferio norte como del sur, lo que supondria la posibilidad de celebracion a nivel
internacional.

Esperamos que, con nuestras acciones, sean més las personas que conozcan la propuesta llevada a cabo a través de ACTE e ISCA y que, la Organizacién de Naciones Unidas
valore el seis de junio como una jornada para la difusién de las cuevas y del mundo subterraneo.

Imagen cedida por Espeleofoto.com
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Comunicado de Manuel Duran, Presidente de ACTE, por el Dia Mundial de las Cuevas y del
Mundo Subterraneo

6 Junio 2021

“Hombres y mujeres, desde el inicio de su presencia sobre la Tierra, han mantenido vinculos muy estrechos con el medio subterraneo, siendo las
cuevas refugio, morada, lugar mégico y de encuentro para diferentes culturas y civilizaciones.”

Hoy, seis de junio, desde la Asociacién de Cuevas Turisticas Espafiolas y desde la International Show Caves Association, se reclama la promulgacion del Dia Mundial de las
Cuevas y del Mundo Subterraneo.

Hablamos con Manuel Duran Hidalgo, Presidente de ACTE, sobre esta fecha en un comunicado oficial a toda la comunidad.

“Con la celebracién del 6 de junio como Dia mundial de las Cuevas y el Mundo Subterraneo, fecha en la que se favorece que la mayoria de las cavidades en los dos hemisferios
estén abiertas al turismo, se pretende sensibilizar al publico en general sobre la importancia del conjunto de espacios naturales y/o antrépicos accesibles para las personas, fuente
inagotable de conocimiento de la historia de la humanidad.

De forma paralela, buscamos llamar la atencién de los medios de comunicacién para que difundan el valor de las cuevas y de las minas turisticas como recursos
socioeconémicos de municipios y comarcas en zonas rurales, promoviendo la sostenibilidad como oportunidad de desarrollo que garantice un equilibrio entre el impacto
ambiental y la propia existencia humana.

Ademas, este afio, mas que otros, necesitamos conmemorar dicho dia, no solo ya por el hecho propio, por el resultado que alcancemos con nuestras actividades y por la
rentabilidad promocional, sino por la participacion en el proceso, por la implicacion en el programa y por su significado de esperanza de que avancemos hacia la lenta
recuperacion de nuestra nueva normalidad.

La puesta en valor de cuevas y minas, recursos turisticos subterraneos, basada en el principio de la perdurabilidad en el tiempo, con el objetivo de permitir el disfrute del
patrimonio a las generaciones futuras, contribuye de manera decidida al mantenimiento de la poblacion en el territorio, aumenta la capacidad de inversion, genera empleo y
riqueza y repercute en el incremento de la calidad de vida de los ciudadanos. Se favorece asi la creacién de marca y de destino turistico potencial motor de desarrollo.

Las obligadas restricciones sufridas durante este largo periodo de pandemia, paralizadas durante algin tiempo las visitas turisticas y limitados los accesos en grupo a partir de una
prudente reapertura (ademas de favorecer los trabajos de conservacién y mantenimiento de nuestras cuevas y minas), nos han apremiado a replantearnos el modelo de gestion,
buscando nuevas férmulas de desarrollo turistico adaptados a nuestra nueva realidad. Al aprovechamiento de esta oportunidad nos debemos, ante el convencimiento de que,
para bastantes de nuestros asociados, la recuperacién de la actividad turistica supone, no solo la supervivencia de un entorno social directamente beneficiado por los productos
turisticos subterraneos, sino el garantizado futuro de una comarca donde la habilitacién de cuevas y minas se ha constituido en palanca de progreso y expansion.

Finalizo esta tribuna con unos versos del poeta Juan Delgado, que expresan: “Desnudo como el grito / me adentré en tu sorpresa. / Y me estabas esperando / me esperabas de
siempre..."

Te esperamos”.

Manuel Duran Hidalgo. Presidente ACTE.
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Manifiesto de ACTE con motivo del Dia Internacional de las Cuevas y del Mundo Subterraneo

5 Junio 2022

La Asociacién de Cuevas Turisticas Espafiolas establece un manifiesto de cinco puntos prioritarios para la consecucién del seis de junio como el Dia
Internacional de las Cuevas y del Mundo Subterraneo.

El seis de junio, a peticién de la Unién Internacional de Espeleologia a la UNESCO, se celebra el Dia Internacional de las Cuevas y del Mundo Subterraneo. Todavia sin
resolucién por parte de la organizacién, dependiente de la Organizacion de Naciones Unidas, desde las entidades que participan en el mundo subterraneo ya se festeja este dia
como el de la promocién de la preservacion y de la importancia de las cuevas.

Desde la Asociacion de las Cuevas Turi:

icas Espafiolas, ACTE, lanzamos este manifiesto, basado en cinco pilares fundamentales, para determinar el seis de junio como el Dia
Internacional de las Cuevas y del Mundo Subterraneo.

Uno. El agua subterranea cuenta con un papel fundamental en el abastecimiento humano y en la conservacién de los ecosistemas. Para poder preservar su existencia y su pureza,
se han de preservar los entornos en los que se encuentran, entre los que destacan los rios y los lagos subterraneos.

Dos. El Mundo Subterréneo es el alma de la historia natural y cultural de nuestro planeta. A través de su estudio, podemos conocer el desarrollo de las formaciones a lo largo de
los millones de afios de nuestro planeta, asi como el uso que de estos espacios ha llevado a cabo el ser humano.

Tres. Promocion del estudio y de la divulgacion cientifica. Las cuevas son, actualmente, una fuente de conocimiento. A medida que se avanza en su estudio, se encuentran nuevos
indicios del comportamiento natural y humano que explican nuestro presente y avanzan el futuro del planeta. Todavia queda mucho por descubrir y analizar, por lo que es
fundamental apoyar la ciencia, también en el mundo subterraneo.

Cuatro. Fomento de las economias rurales. En las cuevas y en las minas turisticas, especialmente en las que forman parte de ACTE, se lleva a cabo un desarrollo econémico de las
zonas rurales a través de la creacion de actividades en los espacios subterréaneos, siempre con la sostenibilidad y con la conservacién como prioridad. Se genera empleo
especializado y se anuncia el entorno (el mundo subterraneo, en muchas ocasiones, se encuentra rodeado de espacios naturales y monumentales Unicos). Una oportunidad
turistica que permite, ademas, reinvertir en investigacion y en preservacion.

Cinco. Disfrute y conocimiento de las nuevas generaciones. Es fundamental dejar un legado de conocimiento y de preservacion a los proximos habitantes de nuestro planeta. De

esta manera, con un estudio avanzado y con una proteccion extrema del mundo subterrdneo, dejaremos un mejor planeta a sus préximos habitantes. Con la cultura del cuidado

de las cuevas, podremos regalar a las futuras generaciones un entorno lleno de vida.

Por todo ello, consideramos que el seis de junio ha de convertirse, de manera oficial, en el Dia Internacional de las Cuevas y del Mundo Subterraneo. Una manera de defender
el futuro del planeta y de apoyar la ciencia en un plano imprescindible para la vida.

Desde la Asociacién de Cuevas Turisticas Espafiolas, animamos a nuestros miembros a difundir la importancia del seis de junio entre sus visitantes, con acciones especiales en
los espacios subterraneos, enfocados a promulgar la importancia de nuestras cuevas y minas turisticas en la naturaleza y cultura de nuestro pais.
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The Spanish media and June 6th

The promotion led by the Spanish Show Caves Association in order to spread June 6% as the International
Day of Caves and the Subterranean World was successful as the event was soon among the main local and
national news.

The materials, which started to be shared on May 31%, included communications, videos, information and
Ppublications on social media and on their website.

ACTE and ISCA Vice President, Rafael Pagés, participated in a famous radio programme together with
Héctor Salvador, the first Spanish to descend to the deepest place in the ocean - the Pacific Ocean's
Mariana Trench. In Onda Cero, our Vice President invited tourists to visit the subterranean world and
become familiar with a place of knowledge.

20Minutos, one of the most famous free online newspapers in Spain, also paid attention to June 6™ and
included pictures of caves which are ACTE members in order to encourage people to visit the subterranean
world in a different way.

Finally, Paz Dorado, coordinator at Mina Costanaza, was interviewed in COPE, a famous Spanish radio
station. She focused on the importance of creating awareness about the importance of the subterranean world,
and the programme also invited everyone to visit and understand what a tourist mine really is.

»
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Everglades National Park
18h-Q

Have you ever wondered what's beneath your feet when exploring
your National Parks?

Today we celebrate National Caves and Karst Day, a day to raise
awareness for the importance of caves and karst for wildlife, science
and research, and even people. 100% of Everglades National Park lies
over karst. a type of landform where springs, sinking streams, caves
and solution holes are typical features. This type of landscape forms
when rocks are dissolved by weak acids.

In the United States, 40% of the fresh groundwater we drink comes
from karst aquifers providing drinking water to millions of people.
With karst landscapes covering about 20% of the U.S, you may have a
karst area near you!

Solution holes in the Everglades landscape provide winter dry-season
refuge for aquatic animals and allow species to repopulate areas when
the marsh refloods during the following summer wet season.

To leam more about karst and caves in your National Parks, please visit
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/caves/index htm.

NPS Photo 1 by Dylann Turffs: A large solution hole filled with
freshwater in a vast karst landscape. Trees and light blue sky in the
distance.

NPS Photo 2 by G. Gardner: Cypress tree roots extend down to
solution holes in the landscape. Green vegetation surrounds the
cypress trees.

#EveraladesNationalPark #Everalades #FindYourPark
Everglades National Park
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Celebration of June 6th in 2018 and 2019
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iPor fin es seis de junio! Com: mos el #DiaMundialCuevas con la
tribuna del Presidente de *ACTE, Manuel Durdn, sobre el significado
de nuestras #cuevas y minas turisticas en esta fecha tan especial , por
supuesto, en el desarrollo social.
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The Spanish Show Caves Association
(ACTE) celebrates the International Day of
Caves and the Subterranean World

A.C.T.E

Manuel Duran Hidalgo, President of the Spanish Show Caves Association, explains that June 6th aims at
creating awareness about the importance of natural and accessible environments for the people, who are an
unlimited source of human knowledge.

This date also tries to spread the value of caves and mines by the media, since these are among the main social
and economic resources in rural areas, promoting sustainability and guaranteeing a balance between
environmental impact and the presence of the human being.

This year, the objective is to understand the value of subterranean tourist places, offering it to future
generations and contributing to its growth. The previous leads to inversions, employment and richness, which
have an impact upon the inhabitants of the area and the tourist destiny.

The pandemic, however, created restrictions for visitors but, on the other hand, contributed to the conservation
and maintenance works of subterranean places. Now it is necessary to adapt ourself to this new reality,
securing caves and mines in order to guarantee progress and expansion.

According to Duran, it is paramount to take into account the support of associations and groups of experts
which also celebrate June 6% because it is not only an international day, but the commitment of a responsible
conservation of the subterranean world.

ACTE, which every year in among the most active participants in this celebration, also emphasized the
importance to achieve the official approval of June 6% as the International Day of Caves and the Subterranean
World by UNESCO.

06 DE JUNIO DE 2021

El afo de nuestro Dia Mundial
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La Bastide Clairence-ko “Argizagita” etxea gau baterako logela erabiltzeko oparia
+8 kobazuloak ikusteko doako sarrera bonoa.

Sorteo L
Regalo de una estancia e una noche en una habitaién en s casa “Argizagita de La
Badice Canence.

¥gono de entrads para visitar a5  cuevas

Tirage au sort

‘Cadeau dun séjour d'une nuit dans une chambre dans |a maison * Argizagita” de La Bastide
Garence.
+Un'bon dentrée pour visterles 8 grottes.
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Dia Mundial de las Cuevas y del Mundo
Subterrdneo

por | r | 3 junio, 2017

Coves de Sant Josep ofrece la oportunidad de visitar uno de los rios subterraneos mas largos de Europa situado
en La Vall d"Uixé, el proximo 6 de junio con motivo de la celebracion del Dia Mundial de las Cuevas y del
Mundo Subterraneo, una jornada que celebra conjuntamente con las grutas de todo el estado espafiol, Francia
y Portugal para acercar al publico los tesoros mejor guardados del mundo subterraneo, e intentar que el dia 6 de
junio sea reconocido por la UNESCO como el Dia Mundial de las Cuevas y del Mundo Subterraneo.

Para animar a la UNESCO a considerar el dia 6 de junio como el dia especial de las Cuevas, Coves de Sant Josep
realizard descuentos a los visitantes y entradas gratuitas para los autéctonos residentes de La Vall d'Uixo para
animar al publico a que descubra los atractivos del mundo subterraneo.
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6 de Junio
25% de descuento
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