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The celebration of the ISCA 9th
Congress and NCA Convention in
San Antonio (Texas, USA) was a
great success. ISCA would like to
thank to all the attendees who
joined us in a rewarding meeting.
Do you own or manage a show
cave? Would you like to become a
member of the International Show
Caves Association? Join us here.

Together with the different trips,
presentations and the many
activities organised by Natural
Bridge Caverns and supported by
our wonderful sponsors, there
were other events which also took
place in San Antonio, such as the
election of the new ISCA Board of
Directors for the four-year period
2022-2026.
Don’t miss anything about our
meeting in Texas, as well as the
celebration of the Spanish
Congress of Show Caves and
Mines in Spain, and many other
events which you will certainly
love to learn about.

Also, do not forget to participate
in the 2022 Show Cave Business
Survey. We really appreciate your
collaboration in order to learn
more about the economic impact
of show caves.
2022 Show Cave Survey
We need your help! It will
only take 5 minutes!

Do you have photos, videos,
articles or any other material to
share? Follow our Facebook page
and let us know!

INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION | NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2022

2

Message from the President
by Friedrich Oedl (contact: oedl@oedl.at)
Dear ISCA members and friends,
I would like to express my gratitude for having been chosen as the
new ISCA President for the next 4 years. In Texas we had an
awesome congress hosted by our friends at Natural Bridge Caverns,
led by our past President Brad Wuest.
I want to thank Brad after eight years as ISCA President. During
this time, his leadership has been key to improve the global position
of our association and promote the International Day of Caves and
the Subterranean World and the International Year of Caves and
Karst, as well as to create this newsletter, to establish a series of
actions focused on public relations, to deal with the pandemic and
its effect, and to introduce ISCA to the rest of the world.
Besides, thanks to our past Secretary, Francesca Serpentini, for her
friendly and helpful work over the last 8 years. Thankfully she will
stay close to us as she will be in our Board as ISCA Treasurer.

ISCA President Friedrich Oedl (left) and 2014-2022
ISCA President Brad Wuest (right) at the ISCA & NCA
Congress celebrated in San Antonio (Texas, USA).
September, 2022. Photo by Rafael Pagés.

An introduction to the new Board can be found in the next pages,
but I would like to express how satisfied I feel since I really consider
that all of them are qualified professionals who will help achieve our goals.

Now let me ask for your support too. As you know, the pandemic brought a huge negative effect to the show
cave industry. Then, we decided to offer the possibility not to pay 2020 fees as we believed that the situation
was really difficult. However, things have thankfully came back to a certain normality and it is very important
that we all update our 2021 and 2022 fees before the end of the year. Thanks to this we will be able to keep
working on reaching our main goals and organize events like the one which took place in Texas.
Besides, our website is in need of your materials. If you feel your show cave is not updated, we need your
collaboration. We will contact all the members in order to ask for missing information. However, it would be
very helpful if you prepared your materials (show cave information and high-quality photos) in order to be
uploaded. You can also contact our Secretary and Editor (Juanjo Tíscar), who will always be ready to help.
Our webpage is our business card and we thank you in advance for your help.
We are working on promoting ISCA since I am certain that many show cave owners, managers and
organizations may be interested in joining us. Therefore, if you know of anyone who may be willing to receive
our newsletters and communications, please provide us with their contact. In order to carry out future projects,
I will also contact all the representatives of national and international associations.
I look forward to meeting all of you as soon as possible. Until then, feel free to contact us if you need anything.
And don’t forget to share our newsletter!
I wish you all the best in the future.
Yours,
Friedrich Oedl
President
International Show Caves Association
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From the past President
by Brad Wuest
Hello ISCA Family,
Cave Congress 2022 was a huge success! My family and team felt
very blessed to host the first ISCA congress in the USA that was
also combined with the USA’s National Caves Association
(NCA) convention. In the days since the last flight left, we’ve
been recalling the inspiring and enlightening conversations we
had and the new friends we made.
We want to extend thanks to all who attended, presented, and
supported this very special gathering. We could never have done
this without the help of everyone in ISCA, NCA, our sponsors,
and our fellow regional caves who hosted the pre and post field
trips. The generosity of spirit and willingness to share ideas is
what makes our industry unique and our organizations so very
valuable to the successful growth and stewardship of our
precious show caves.

Brad Wuest (ISCA Past President) at the ISCA & NCA
Congress 2022 (San Antonio, Texas)

To add value for ALL members, we are providing the congress materials including videos of the presentations
and “around the world” videos from the members who attended. You can access these resources by clicking
here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/cnkz08lsrdrnedp/AADeU2Xgr85JLox-1FdHuACJa?dl=0
If you attended the congress, you may want to check out any of the
presentations you missed and share with your team back home at your
cave. If you were unable to attend the congress, you certainly missed
out on some incredible hospitality, excursions, and networking
opportunities, but the good news is that you have access to all the
congress resources and awesome presentations. Check them out! I’m
confident you will find value in watching them and sharing them with
your team.
As is customary at each ISCA Congress, a new board of directors was
elected. I would like to thank those who retired from the board for
volunteering their time and energy. Your service to our members and
the show cave industry is greatly appreciated.
I also want to say what a pleasure it has been to serve as ISCA’s
president for the past eight years. Prior to that, I served as a vice
Brad Wuest (ISCA Past President) Brad Wuest
(ISCA Past President) with his wife Lexi and mother
president for four years and before that, a director for four years -- in
Joye Wuest at the ISCA & NCA Congress
total, sixteen years serving on the board. I have made so many
wonderful friends, traveled the world, and visited lots of your incredible show caves during that time. I also
had the privilege of working alongside an amazing team of officers and directors. Together we were able to
accomplish a lot for our members and industry. Thank you!
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Congratulations to the newly elected officers and directors for your willingness to serve ISCA and represent
our show cave family. ISCA has a wonderful new board. Some have previously served and will provide
continuity and experience. Others are new to the board and can bring fresh ideas and energy. Together it is a
great team, and I think the future is bright for the show cave industry with our leadership. I especially want to
thank my friend and former ISCA 1st vice president, Friedrich Oedl for rising to the occasion and taking the
helm as ISCA’s president.
As I have mentioned before, I will NOT be riding off into the sunset never to be heard from again! I’ve pledged
to stay involved with ISCA as a past president and support however I can. One of those areas is helping with
the show cave business survey. We are so close to our goal of 150 responses. If you haven’t completed the
survey, please do so right away! We are extending the deadline by one more week. The results help us promote
and advocate for the show cave industry worldwide. The survey is anonymous to maintain confidentiality.
Here’s a link to the survey: https://si2l5mr1ysj.typeform.com/to/gEnebJpM.
Thanks again for entrusting me to serve you all these years. If there is anything I can do to help you, please
let me know. Feel free to email me at bwuest@naturalbridgecaverns.com or call, text or send me a WhatsApp
message at +1-210-833-2525. I’m always here for my cave friends!
God bless,

Brad Wuest
ISCA Past President
President / CEO, Natural Bridge Caverns
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From the editor
by Juanjo Tíscar (contact: secretary@i-s-c-a.org)
Dear ISCA friends,
The last couple of months have been crazy due to the
congresses in San Antonio (Texas) and Pulpí (Spain).
I am sure the ISCA & NCA Congress was great and you had
a wonderful time thanks to the amazing people from Natural
Bridge Caverns.

Juanjo during the visit to Geoda de Pulpí (Almería, Spain).
Spanish Congress of Show Caves and Mines (CUEVATUR 2022).

As some of you already know, we have a new Board of
Directors and I wanted to wish the best of luck possible to
my colleagues. I will be sharing this experience with them as
the new ISCA Secretary and I really hope we can do a
meaningful job for our beloved association.

Of course, I want to thank those who supported and helped
me grow a little bit more, especially a person who’s always been there. Thanks to Brad Wuest, our past ISCA
President, because it would be easy to praise his work for the cave industry by considering his devotion to
Natural Bridge Caverns and ISCA. But here I wanted to highlight his duty as a father, husband, and friend.
Thanks for the love you project to everyone surrounding you. You are an incredible person, amigo, and so
is your family.
Another mention to Francesca, because she was our Secretary (and she will still be our Treasurer) and she
has supported me from the first moment.
And well, since I could not be in the USA, these are some of the pics from CUEVATUR, while we were
enjoying the greatness of Geoda de Pulpí in Almería (Spain). You will find more pics in the next pages!

And don’t forget my book! We have reached 5,000 copies! Wow! Thanks to those who support me every day!
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Important reminders
Reminder #1: ISCA dues
Dear ISCA members,
As our President states in his welcome letter, I also want to remind that it is really important that you complete
your ISCA membership renewal and update your payments (especially those involving the last two years).
Despite the voluntary dues back in 2020 because of the pandemic, now it is time to support ISCA one more
time. Don’t forget that by doing so, you will be receiving our certificate as ISCA member. Let us know if you
are missing yours!
Besides, it goes without saying that there are many other benefits when you join our association.
Of course, let us know if you have any question and, if you are not an ISCA member yet, please, JOIN US!
Thank you for your collaboration and support.

Reminder #2: Show Cave Survey 2022
The second reminder has to do with our Show Cave Survey 2022.
ISCA and NCA are conducting an anonymous survey which will provide us with the necessary data to better
advocate for the show cave industry and share how much show caves help the economy and support jobs.
In order to complete the survey, which will take no more than 5-10 minutes, you will need attendance and
revenue information from 2021. Deadline is November 7th!
The results will be shared with y’all in the future.
We highly appreciate your support and participation.

Reminder #3: Website updates
Some of the show cave profiles on our website need to be updated.
Every ISCA member was provided with their username and address in order to be able to modify any of the
cave details to be displayed. However, if you feel like you are not able to do it, let us know and we will do it
for you.
In order to do so, I will need the text/pictures which you want to upload. Feel free to contact me anytime!
Best,
Juanjo Tíscar
ISCA Secretary
secretary@i-s-c-a.org
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ISCA & NCA Congress 2022

The 9th Congress of the International Show Association (ISCA) was the first join congress in the United
States. San Antonio (Texas) was the place chosen to gather members of ISCA and the National Caves
Association (NCA) under the slogan “Strategize. Develop. Dream.” Hosted by Natural Bridge Caverns, 193
participants from 9 countries attended the congress, including not only ISCA & NCA members but also
individuals and organisations related to the world of tourism and the subterranean world.
The meeting took place from September 21 to October 1, 2022, and it was celebrated at the Westin Riverwalk
Hotel (San Antonio), which gathered nearly two hundred cave managers, organisations and individuals in the
field of Geology, Speleology, Mining, Engineering and Tourism, among others. The daily sessions held at the
Westin Riverwalk in San Antonio covered several topics of interest which included storytelling,
merchandising, ticketing, cave lighting and science, among others. Participants also joined a pre field trip to
Caverns of Sonora (Texas) and Carlsbad Caverns National Park (New Mexico), as well as a post field trip to
Cave without a Name, Longhorn Cavern State Park and Inner Space Cavern (Texas).
The event was a success in terms of attendance and organization, and ISCA is honoured that so many people
were interested in attending. We look forward to meeting you in future congresses and conferences.
Follow this link and access a Dropbox folder with all the congress materials.

Participants of the ISCA & NCA Congress 2022 during one of the field trips organised.
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ISCA & NCA Congress 2022 photo gallery
Big thanks to Natural Bridge Caverns and the National Caves Association for sending the
pictures. This is just a selection. Follow this LINK and don’t miss the rest of them!
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Around the world videos
Don’t miss the videos presented by the show cave representatives who attended the ISCA & NCA Congress.
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Ready to host future ISCA Congresses,
Conferences and Meetings?
As you know, the ISCA/NCA Congress 2022 is one more event in our calendar. But soon we will have to
decide where our future Congresses, Conferences and Meetings will take place. If you have a proposal which
you think could be interesting, please, let us know. We are open to suggestions!
•

•

•

ISCA Congresses. They are held every four years, preferably during the months of October and/or
November. The venue for future congresses shall be determined in the General Assembly of the
preceding Congress. General Assemblies take place during each ISCA Congress.
ISCA Conferences. They shall be held two years after the celebration of a Congress, preferably during
the months of October and/or November. Applications for sanction to hold a Conference shall be
received by the Secretary not less than six (6) months before the proposed Conference is scheduled to
commence.
ISCA Meetings. Meeting may be held in the intervening year between a Congress and any Conference.
No more than one ISCA Meeting per year may be sanctioned. Applications for sanction to hold an
ISCA Meeting shall be received by the Secretary not less than six (6) months before the proposed
ISCA Meeting is scheduled to commence. Applicants must be made by a Full Member of the
Association.

Please, download and read the ISCA Constitution and learn more about these events.
ISCA CONGRESSES

Would you like to host an ISCA Congress, Conference or Meeting! Contact us and let us know!
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Meet the ISCA Board 2022-2026
Friedrich Oedl (Austria)
President
My name is Friedrich Oedl. My ancestors explored large parts of
Eisriesenwelt Cave in Werfen, near Salzburg, and started the development
of this show cave step by step. I became CEO (as my father’s partner) of
the private Eisriesenwelt Company in the year 1987. Eisriesenwelt Cave
was a founding partner of ISCA in 1990. I have worked for our association
as member of Scientific & Technical Committee, and as a member of the
Audit Committee. I served as Vice President from 2014 until 2022 and now
I have been elected to be President of ISCA for the next period.

Rafael Pagés (Spain)
First Vice President
My name is Rafael Pagés and I am from Spain. I am a civil engineer
working in tourism infrastructures for the Regional Government of
Extremadura, where we have several show caves and mines. I have served
the Spanish Show Caves Association (ACTE) for more than 20 years and
currently I am serving as the Vice President of our association. I am proud
to work for ISCA as the First Vice President too and I will do my best to
achieve our goals.

Nuno Jorge (Portugal)
Second Vice President
I am Nuno, born and raised around our cave (Grutas de Mira de Aire) in
central Portugal. I spent most of my school breaks working at the cave since
I was 14 years old. After university I spent two years in a museum before
returning to the cave in 2006. We joined the ISCA family in 2015 and three
years afterwards I was invited to join the Board of Directors in Genga
(Italy). This year I was honoured to be elected as ISCA’s Second Vice
President. It is truly a blessing to be able to make so many and amazing
friends while visiting our wonderful underworld.
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Francesca Serpentini (Italy)
Treasurer
My name is Francesca and I live in a small village which is known for
the presence of a karst complex, the Frasassi Caves. I work as a
professional a translator and tour guide. My working languages are
English, French and Italian. After having graduated as an interpreter and
translator, I have been working as a free-lance interpreter and translator
for companies at conferences and other business meetings. However,
since I am an art enthusiast, I also became a licenced tour guide in order
to share my love for languages, travel and people; and my passion for
my own region which offers breath-taking landscapes as well as a rich
cultural heritage. After having served ISCA as a Secretary/Treasurer
since 2018, I have just been elected as the new ISCA's Treasurer.
Juan José Tíscar Moya (Spain)
Secretary
My name is Juanjo and I'm from Spain. After finishing my university
studies as an English language teacher, I found a job at an underground
river and show cave where I stayed for almost eight years. During this
time I became a true cavern, and I try to visit as many new cavities as
possible. Thanks to caves, I decided to publish a novel ('The cave') both
in English and Spanish and I've met some excellent friends at the different
congresses celebrated in the last years. In 2020 I started to edit this
newsletter and, two years later, I was given the possibility to become
ISCA's new Secretary. And there we go!

Yvonne Wagner (Germany)
Director
I am Yvonne Wagner and I became Feengrotten’s
manager in 1994. I am also responsible about
Saalfeld’s tourist area. Saalfelder Feengrotten, or Fairy
Grottoes of Saalfeld, are the main attraction in the area,
as their history dates back to times when the cavity was
a mine. An unexpected underground world filled with
coloured stalactites and stalagmites was discovered by
explorers, and since 1914 the place has been a famous
spot for the residents in the area and visitors from other
places. During this time, over 19 million visitors have
come from all over the world.
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Guilhem de Grully (France)
Director
Bonjour! My name is Guilhem de Grully and I am from France. I have
been involved with the subterranean world for decades. During this time,
my passion for these formations has been widely known as I have
attended many of the congresses and conferences held worldwide. In
addition, I have published several books, served as President of ANECAT
(French Show Caves Association), and I am also the general manager at
Grottes des Demoiselles. I have also been involved with ISCA both as
Vice President and Director for two decades.

Heros Augusto Santos Lobo (Brazil)
Director
My name is Heros and I'm from Brazil. My connection with caves started
in 1994 and became the main object of study in Tourism, Master’s
Degree in Geography and Doctorate in Geosciences and Environment.
Professionally, I have worked as a cave guide and I have been working
on Management Plans for show caves, having coordinated and
participated in 45 of them. I am a professor at the Federal University of
São Carlos (UFSCar), where I develop research on ecotourism,
environmental interpretation and tourist carrying capacity. I also teach
undergraduate and graduate courses. I was first elected to the ISCA
Board of Directors in 2010, and I have been re-elected ever since, which
I am very grateful for, given the importance of our institution.

Peter Gažik (Slovakia)
Director
Hello! I’m Peter and I have been a Board Member since 2006. I act as a
representative of state owned and operated show caves in Slovakia - the
Slovak Caves Administration. I regularly attend ISCA congresses and
events. I have always been searching for the best solutions for ISCA and
supporting its goal to spread worldwide. I believe I am a reasonable
person who can mediate in discussions when there are different opinions
and points of view. I somehow coordinate the ISCA website, which can
be a real platform to exchange our ideas and spread our mission.

INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION | NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2022

22

Jakub 'Kuba' Gabris (Czech Republic)
Director
My name is Jakub Gabris, I was born in Brno (Czech Republic) and I am the
Head of the Cave Administration of the Moravian Karst. I have more than 20
years of experience in the Cave Administration of the Czech Republic and I
have been a member of the Czech Speleological Society since 2004. In 2018,
I was elected as a member of the Scientific and Technical Committee ISCA.
My studies can be summarised in Economics and Management, Forensic
Engineering and Mining Engineering.

Joe Klimczak (USA)
Director
I have had the honor and privilege to be the Co - General
Manager of Cave of the Mounds - National Natural
Landmark, along with my wife Ann Wescott, for more than
24 years. During that time our work has been accelerated and
made easier thanks to our wonderful and sharing colleagues
and friends from other caves in the USA and around the
world. The opportunity to meet and communicate with these
other cave people and exchange information about cave
conservation, interpretation and business management has
been invaluable. We have participated in a number of ISCA meetings, having traveled with this group to
Bermuda, Australia, Central Europe, Greece and Turkey, Italy and the USA. I look forward to meeting more
in our cave management community, and helping ISCA thrive in pursuing its mission. I am grateful for the
honor of serving on your Board of Directors

Professor Zhang Shouyue (China)
Director
I am Professor Zhang Shouyue and I was born in China. I graduated from
Beijing Geological College, Faculty of Hydrageology and Engineering
Geology and worked as a scientist since 1956 in the Teheoretic, Regional
and Applied Karastology and Speleology in Institute of Geology and
Geophysics Chinese Academy of Sciences (IGG CAS). I have published
more than 60 scientific and professional essays, explored several thousands
of caves in China, Europe and the rest of world; and I have gone for caving
activities in 22 countries for the past sixty-five years. I organized caving
expeditions with French, Belgian and Spanish speleo-organizations and the
Karst Research Institute in Postojna, Slovenia. I have been an associate
member of ISCA since 1994 and became a member of Scientific and Technical Committee in 2008. I attended
four ISCA Congresses and the Conference held in Greece in 2012. In 2008, we organized the International
Forum on Show Caves in Guizhou, China, which was sponsored by ISCA, IGG CAS and the government of
ZHIJIN county. From 1989 to 1997, I also worked as UIS adjunct secretary.
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Lorenzo Burzacca (Italy)
Director
My name is Lorenzo and my relationship with the world of caves
began many years ago. My mother was a ticket holder at Frasassi
Caves, and that is why I always say that I have always been linked to
caves in a particular way. When I was 18 years old, during my years
as a student, I worked a guide and enjoyed this experience from 2000
to 2008. During that period of time, I met my wife, who was also a
guide. Now I’m the Vice President of Frasassi Cave and I’m in the
Board of Directors of AGTI, the Italian Show Caves Association.

Dr. Juan José Durán Valsero (Spain)
Scientific & Technical Committee Chair
I am Dr. Juan José Durán Valsero (‘Juanjo’ for my friends) and
I am from Spain. I studied at the universities of Granada,
Alcalá de Henares and Complutense of Madrid, where I
finished my PhD in Geology. I work as a research professor at
the Geological and Mining Institute of Spain (IGME-CSIC),
where I have worked for over 28 years in the fields of
hydrogeology and karst geomorphology. I have been President
of the Spanish Show Caves Association for eight years and
Professor at the Autonomous University of Madrid. I am also academic at the Science Academy of Málaga,
member of the Commission of Mineral and Mineral-Medicinal Waters of the Spanish Royal Academy of
Pharmacy and codirector of the Associated Unit between the IGME and the University of Málaga for
Advanced Hydrogeology Research. I am also President of the ISCA Scientific & Technical Committee.

Joëlle Darricau (France)
Prehistory Commission Chair
Joëlle’s story is the story of two caves (Grottes d'Isturitz &
Oxocelhaya) which share an exceptional archaeological and
geological heritage. She has been the cave manager since 1983,
and she has worked hard to create an experience which presentday believe to be a true cultural living place. Joëlle believes in
the strength of sharing experiences, and she hopes that ISCA
will grow by discovering different points of views and cultures,
as well as by means of collaboration.
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CUEVATUR VIII: Spanish Congress of
Show Caves and Mines

Over 150 participants gathered to celebrate the 8th Spanish Congress on Show Caves and Mines, CUEVATUR
VIII, in Pulpi (Almeria, Spain) from October 19 to October 23, organized by Pulpí Council, Geoda de Pulpí
and the Spanish Show Caves Association (ACTE).
There were more than 50 presentations on show caves and mines, and among the speakers were Manuel Durán
Hidalgo, José María Calaforra Chordi, Montserrat Jiménez Sánchez, Ignacio Martín Lerma, Paolo Forti and
Rafael Fernández Rubio. Despite the number of national attendees, the congress also welcomed guests from
Morocco, Israel, Italy, Portugal, Austria and Germany, among countries.
During the celebration, participants visited different caves, including Cueva de Sorbas, Cueva de la Victoria,
Cueva del Puerto and Geoda de Pulpí, one of the major tourist attractions in the region.
The Spanish Show Caves Association was awarded with Encina de Plata Award by the mining company
Técnicas Mineras Santa Marta; as the association awarded the best communications and show caves as per
Excellence in the Tourist Management of ACTE Caves and Mines, including Cueva Meravelles (Benifallet),
Cueva S’Aigua (Menorca) and Coves de Sant Josep (Castellón).
A detailed article (in Spanish) was published on the website of the Spanish Show Caves Association.

CUEVATUR 2022 in Pulpí (Almería, Spain). Photo by the Spanish Show Caves Association.
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CUEVATUR VIII: Congress photos
Special thanks to Pulpí Council, Geoda de Pulpí, the Spanish Show Caves Association and its
members – María Gallego Fernández, Juan José Durán Valsero & Rafael Pagés Rodríguez -
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Partners and events of the IYCK2022
Hundreds of caves and organizations from all over the world are already a partner of the International
Year of Caves and Karst. If you want to join us, send your logo and website to webmaster@uis-speleo.org
and you will soon appear on the IYCK website.
Use the same e-mail address to contact UIS in order to share any event which is taking place at your location.
Remember to include the following data:
•
•
•
•
•

Date.
Location.
Event name.
Event description.
A link to more detailed information.

Your announcement will be highly appreciated and it will be shortly included on the events section. Check it
out in order to learn more about some of the confirmed events taking place worldwide to celebrate the
International Year of Caves and Karst.

The International Show Caves Association would also like to promote your events, so we will be picking
some of them in order to be posted both on our Facebook and in future newsletters.

•
•
•
•

•

Date: November 3rd - 4th, 2022
Location: online
Event name: XI Jornadas Venezolanas de Espeleología (XI Venezuelan Days of Speleology)
Event description: 2022 is a special year for the Venezuelan Speleology Society (SVE) as they
celebrate 70 years of organised speleology in the country and 55 years of the society. The event will
host 20-minute pre-recorded PowerPoint presentations in Spanish, or English subtitled in Spanish and
live question sessions, via the Internet by Zoom-Meet-Youtube.
More information
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Karst and Caves: A Journey to the Centre
of Earth…and Mars
In order to celebrate the International Year of Caves and Karst 2022, a photography exhibition which aims at
showing the beauty and greatness of karst areas and cave networks will be held at the Cultural Centre Antonio
Machado (Madrid, Spain) from November 3rd to November 30th.
The exhibition, which will be free for the general public, pays attention to interesting questions such as 'How
does karst occur?' 'Why do these areas contain so much underground water?' or 'Why are caves so important?',
among others.
Dr. Juan José Durán Valsero, member of the ISCA Board, will be one of the participants in an event
organised by Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation, the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC),
the Geological and Mining Institute of Spain (IGME), the Spanish Geological Institute and the Council of
the city of Madrid.

Karst and Caves: a Journey to the Centre of Earth…and Mars.Photo: www.madrid.es
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Cave Lighting finishes a new project in
Musée de l'Ardoise, Haut-Martelange
(Luxembourg)
With the colaboration of FD Electric, Cave Llightin have recently finished their latest project at Musée de
l’Ardoise, Haut-Martelange, Luxembourg. On October 15, a public opening for authorities and the first
visitors was held at the museum. They were fascinated by the new lighting of an historic place for residents
in the area.
The project started in February 2021 and Cave Lighting’s Adrian Kondacs was responsible for the
development and final results in this incredible museum-show mine.
See below some of the pics from Cave Lighting’s Facebook Page. Have you checked their projects? Visit their
website for more info!
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Trick or treat?
Halloween is one of the favourite traditions for children and adults everywhere, and
it would not be fair not to pay attention to the events organised by international show
caves in order to celebrate the scariest (and funniest) day of the year.

Halloween celebration at Domaine des Grottes de Han (Belgium). Photos: DGH Facebook.

One more year, Domaine des Grottes de Han (Belgium) has a lot
of surprises for its visitors. This beautiful cave and its wildlife
park with activities for all ages is a must if you want to enjoy the
experience of combining both caves and Halloween!
Our American friends from Natural Bridge Caverns (Texas, USA)

will certainly prepare the sweetest activities for families.

Halloween at Natural Bridge Caverns (Texas, USA). Photos: NBC Facebook.

In other parts of the world, caves like Coves de Sant Josep (Spain) are being visited by dinosaurs and their
underground navigable river will become Jurassic Cave for the weekend celebration.
Coves de Sant Josep becomes
Jurassic Cave in Halloween.
Photos: Coves de Sant Josep Facebook.
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Latest publications
Thanks to the NCA and its Executive Director,
Bob Holt, for bringing us the latest updates:
Cave Talk: October 2022
Cave Talk: November 2022
Learn more about the NCA on CAVERN.COM

Don’t miss the latest issue of Spelunca (FR) by the Fédération Française de
Spéléologie.
Find all FFS publications and order them!
More about the FFS HERE

The latest bulletin by the Union Internationale de Spéléologie. Don’t forget to
follow them on Facebook!

Find the latest newsletters by the European
Speleological Federation (FSE).

The Cave Research Foundation has recently published
their latest newsletter: August 2022!

With the colaboration of different entities, the French
Ministry of Culture has recently edited the
‘Manual of Good Practice in the Subterranean World’

32
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The funny side of life

Source: howtogeek.com

Source: howtogeek.com

Source: howtogeek.com

Source: howtogeek.com
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What cave is it?
CAVE #27
Hint 1:
The truth is that it is not a cave, but a mine!
Hint 2:
CUEVATUR 2022.

Photo: GP Official website

Photo: María Gallego (ACTE)

SEND YOUR ANSWERS
Photo: María Gallego (ACTE)

Can you guess the name and location of the caves above? Our friend Heros Lobo
(ISCA Director) found out last month’s answer!
Photo: María Gallego (ACTE)

Cave #25 was Grotta Azzurra (Italy)
Cave #26 was Caverna do Diabo (Brazil)
Send your answers to secretary@i-s-c-a.org
Photo: María Gallego (ACTE)

SEND YOUR ANSWERS
Can you guess the name and location of the caves above? Our friend Heros Lobo
(ISCA Director) found out last month’s answer!
Cave #25 was Grotta Azzurra (Italy)
Cave #26 was Caverna do Diabo (Brazil)
Send your answers to secretary@i-s-c-a.org
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ISCA Calendar
PLEASE NOTE
Some of these events may suffer variations.
You may contact the organization for confirmation.
Do you want to add or modify an event?
Contact us! secretary@i-s-c-a.org
PLEASE
NOTE
2022
International
Year of Caves and Karst
Some of these events may suffer variations.
3rd
– 30th
2022 – Karstfor
andconfirmation.
Caves…Journey to the Centre of Earth…and Mars (Madrid, Spain)
You
may November,
contact the organization
8thDo– you
10thwant
November,
2022
–
Int.
Gift
Exposition
in the Smokies 2022 (Sevierville, Tennessee)
to add or modify an event?
9thContact
– 12thus!
November,
2022 – Int. Gift Exposition in the Smokies 2022 (Pigeon Forge, Tennessee)
secretary@i-s-c-a.org
15th – 18th November, 2022 – IAAPA 2022 (Orlando, Florida)
22nd – 26th November, 2022 – 20th International Symposium on Vulcanospeleology (Dak Nong, Vietnam)

2023…and more!
27th – 31st March, 2023 – 17th Multidisciplinary Conference on Sinkholes and the Engineering and
Environmental Impacts of Karst (Tampa, Florida, USA)
17th April, 2023 – International Bat Appreciation Day
20th – 25th May, 2023 – Clay Minerals Society Conference: Karst Trip and Session (Austin, Texas, USA)
22nd – 26th May, 2023 – 14th International Symposium on Pseudokarst (Sudetes, Poland)
6th June, 2023 – International Day of Tourist Caves and Subterranean World
26th – 29th July, 2023 – 37th Brazilian Congress of Speleology (Curitiba, Brazil)
26th – 30th July, 2023 – NSS Convention 2023 (Elkins, West Virginia)
14th – 17th November, 2023 – IAAPA (Orlando, Florida)
2023 – Cave Lighting Workshop
2023 – NCA Convention 2023 (Lake Shasta Caverns, Redding, California)
2024 – NCA Convention 2024 (Niagara Cave, Harmony, Minnesota)
2025 – NCA Convention 2025 (Luray Caverns, Harrisonburg, Virginia)
2025 – 19th International Congress of Speleology (Belo Horizonte, Brazil)

Deadline!
If you would like to contribute in upcoming publications,
please send an e-mail before December 20th, 2022!
Contact: secretary@i-s-c-a.org

Deadline!
If you would like to contribute in upcoming publications,
please send an e-mail before December 20th, 2022!
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Would you like to be part of us? Join ISCA!

ISCA Membership Application
Not a member of the International Show Caves Association yet? We would be delighted to receive a
Membership Application from you!
Visit our website and find out more about ISCA.
Become and ISCA member now!
Juan José Tíscar
ISCA Secretary
iscasecretary@i-s-c-a.org

Join us and become an ISCA Member
Visit www.i-s-c-a.org for details.
There are many membership benefits!
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ABOUT INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOTIATION
The International Show Caves Association (ISCA) was founded in 1990 and is headquartered in Frasassi/Genga, Italy,
ISCA is an international organization of persons, associations, corporations, and government agencies who own,
manage or operate show caves that are open to the public. ISCA provides a critical forum for show caves to network
and collaborate on matters that pertain to their caves. ISCA aims to promote, encourage, and support the cooperation
of show cave operators, speleologists and cave enthusiasts through the sharing of information and to promote the
preservation and conservation of caves, while increasing public interest in the world of show caves by way of unique
marketing and the evolution of methods to enhance the show cave experience.

Special thanks to everyone who collaborated and to those sending your valuable feedback and materials.
Editor: Juan José Tíscar Moya – Contact: secretary@i-s-c-a.org
Issue: November & December 2022

