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In 2022, the International Show
Caves Association (ISCA) and the
National Caves Association USA
(NCA) conducted a survey which
aimed at showing the effect of the
show cave business in the global
economy, monitoring the general
recovery after the pandemic, and
identifying the most immediate

and future plans of show caves
around the world.

After the analysis of the feedback
provided by all the respondents, a
summary of the survey results can
be found in the following pages.  JOIN [SCA NOW!

Make sure you do not miss any of Do you own or manage a show
the contents of our newsletter and cave? Would you like to become a
feel free to share it with others. member of the International Show
Caves Association? Join us here.

International Show Cave Business Survey
Worldwide Results

2022

INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION

Find us on:

facebook.

FOLLOW US!

Do you have photos, videos,
articles or any other material to
share? Follow our Facebook page
and let us know!
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Message from the President

by Friedrich Oedl (contact: president@i-s-c-a.0rg)

Dear ISCA members and other cave enthusiasts,

It is my great pleasure to report about some news
concerning our show cave association. First, | want to .
express my thankfulness to our Secretary, Juanjo Tiscar = -
Moya, who is extremely active and makes my presidency @«
to a pleasant challenge. &

Some new projects have been carried out recently, and
you will find some information in the following pages.
These include a new database where all ISCA files,
including photos and videos, will be stored so they can
be shared in the future. Our past President, Brad Wuest,
together with an amazing team from Natural Bridge
Caverns and Core Research, conducted an international -
survey about show cave business whose results are
summarized in the next pages. Last but not least, we are
starting to arrange things in order to celebrate the next
ISCA Conference, which we expect to celebrate next
year in Mulu National Park (Malaysia).
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ISCA President Friedrich Oedl (Fritz) during the 100th anniversary of
Eisriesenwelt (Austria). September 2020.
If everything goes as expected, we will be able to meet again without all the COVID restrictions from the past
three years. | hope that many of you will be able to join us there!

At this point, | want to thank all ISCA members who have already paid their yearly membership fees. Those
who have still not done it, I would greatly appreciate not to forget in order to be in good standing and receive
the ISCA membership certificate.

ISCA, together with our colleagues from the International Union of Speleology (UIS) are working with great
energy to promote awareness about the importance of caves and karst worldwide. We believe that it is essential
to promote environmental protection and defend the economic importance of our business. For this reason,
we understand that national institutions shall be provided with the necessary information to support the
declaration of June 6™ as the International Day of Caves and Karst, and it is mandatory that we unite our
efforts to reach ambassadors at UNESCO.

As we look forward to this 2023 full of hope, peace and international friendship, we really wish you have an
excellent show cave season which brings complete joy and happiness to visitors!

Yours,

Friedrich Oedl
President
International Show Caves Association

INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION


mailto:president@i-s-c-a.org
https://naturalbridgecaverns.com/
https://naturalbridgecaverns.com/
https://www.core-research.biz/
https://www.eisriesenwelt.at/en/
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/news
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From the editor

by Juanjo Tiscar (contact: secretary@i-s-c-a.0rq)

Dear ISCA friends,

Thanks for taking some time to read the second newsletter of the
year. As you will see, we have been quite busy in the last few
months.

As you know, | became Secretary only a few months ago, so | have
been devoting my time to create a database where we can store all
the different materials which we have been creating and publishing
during all these years.

Some of the contents on our website have also been updated. | have
been sending some e-mails asking for your help, especially in the
case of show caves whose information was not complete, and |
would really like to thank those of you who took some minutes to
send me high quality pictures as well as information updates.
Please, keep doing it!

By the time you are reading this, representatives of the Bulgarian
Mr. Juanjo “Peaky” Tiscar in Camden Town Association for_ Cave _an_d Eco Tourism (BAPET) will be V|S|t|r_19

(London). Christmas 2022. my hometown in Spain in order to learn more about ISCA. I will
be accompanying them for a few days, so | will try to answer your
e-mails as soon as possible!

b

However, as I mentioned in January’s newsletter, I have also had some time to spend on myself. Two months
ago | visited London and had an amazing time there. It was not as cold and rainy as expected, so the
experience was great (see picture above!). At the end of March | will be travelling to Berlin with my group
of students. Unfortunately, | will not be able to visit any of the show caves nearby, but | will make sure | go
back in the future.

I would like to thank those who have answered my e-mails (sorry if I have ever been ‘intense’) asking you
not to forget dues notice. As our President mentioned in the previous page, it is very important that you are
in good standing in order for us to be able to organise events such as the incredible 9" ISCA Congress from
last year. You liked it, right? By the way, thank you Fritz for your confidence and help in these months.

Therefore, thanks for being an important part of this adventure. | really hope you keep sending materials in
order to be published in our newsletters and social media. And, of course, don’t forget about my short novel
‘The Cave’! Click on the images!

" =

LA CUEVA



mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
http://www.bapet.net/index_english.html
http://www.bapet.net/index_english.html
https://www.amazon.es/cave-Juan-Jos%C3%A9-T%C3%ADscar-Moya/dp/B08FKS7YQB/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.es/cueva-Juan-Jos%C3%A9-T%C3%ADscar-Moya/dp/1702107337/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_es_ES=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&keywords=LA+CUEVA&qid=1574845764&sr=8-1
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https://www.i-s-c-a.org/documentloader.php?id=1134&filename=isca_nov_dec_2021.pdf
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/documentloader.php?id=1131&filename=isca_newsletter_september_october_2021.pdf
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/documentloader.php?id=1130&filename=isca_newsletter_july_august_2021.pdf
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/documentloader.php?id=1128&filename=isca_newsletter_may_june_2021.pdf
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/documentloader.php?id=1126&filename=isca_newsletter_march_april_2021.pdf
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/documentloader.php?id=1101&filename=isca_newsletter_january_february_2021.pdf
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/documentloader.php?id=1014&filename=isca_newsletter_november_december_2020.pdf
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/documentloader.php?id=998&filename=isca_news_september_october_2020.pdf
https://www.amazon.es/cueva-Juan-Jos%C3%A9-T%C3%ADscar-Moya/dp/1702107337
https://www.amazon.es/cueva-Juan-Jos%C3%A9-T%C3%ADscar-Moya/dp/1702107337
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/266-isca-newsletter-january-february-2022
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/268-isca-newsletter-march-april-2022
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/270-isca-newsletter-may-june-2022
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/272-isca-newsletter-july-august-2022
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/275-isca-newsletter-september-october-2022
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/277-isca-newsletter-november-december-2022
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/279-isca-newsletter-january-february-2023
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ISCA Board of Directors Meeting

ISCA Board of Directors Meeting. February 24th, 2023.

On February 24th, the ISCA Board of Directors celebrated the first BoD Meeting of the year 2023. Up to
13 members joined a videocall which lasted 2 hours and 30 minutes and served to discuss varied topics of
interest for the association and its members. In addition, ISCA past President, Brad Wuest, presented the
results of the ISCA & NCA Show Cave Business Survey (see next page).

International Show Cave Business Survey

Worldwide Results

/

INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION



https://www.i-s-c-a.org/news
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ISCA & NCA Show Cave Business Survey

Download the ISCA & NCA Show Cave Business Survey Results here @g

Big thanks to Susan Korbel (CEO at Core Research) for compiling the data, and Jamie K Finney (Natural

Bridge Caverns) for the presentation of the results.

International Show Cave Business Survey

Worldwide Results
2022

INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION

In our previous newsletter, a press release presented some of the main findings of the ISCA & NCA Show
Cave Business Survey conducted in 2022. Now, the study of those results by Core Research brings to light
how the show cave business has overcome a pandemic during which many private and public show caves
had to close due to national and international regulations.

Survey Purpose

#1 - Establish a baseline for the significance of the show cave industry
worldwide and tell the world how show caves contribute to the global
| economy.

#2 — Continue to monitor the recovery of show caves from the
COVID-19 pandemic.

#3 — Identify show cave manager’s immediate concerns
and plans for the future.

These results were compiled by Core Research and include results from 127 respondents representing 152 caves across the
world. This show cave business survey was conducted by the International Show Caves Association and the National Caves
Association between September & October 2022. The income and visitation questions were directed at 2021 show cave

numbers.

Thank You for Participating!

The main purpose of the survey was to establish the important role of the show cave industry all over the
world, as well as to study the recovery of the business after the pandemic and study present and future actions
which may be required to undergo in order to reach the objectives of managers.


https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/283-isca-nca-show-caves-business-survey-results
https://www.core-research.biz/
https://naturalbridgecaverns.com/
https://naturalbridgecaverns.com/
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/279-isca-newsletter-january-february-2023
https://www.core-research.biz/
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2022 Survey Respondents

127 Responses f;f%
et
W S

152 Show Caves

-~

L S
' ‘ 24 Countries ‘

’ S
This represents 1/10% of the
Show Cavesin the world & 31%
of the show cavesin the USA.

1n 2020, we received responses from 101 Show Caves in 20 countries.

There were 127 respondents who provided essential feedback to understand the aforementioned aspects, which
implies an increase from our previous survey back in 2020. Over the half of the respondents (54%) were from
a European country, whereas 37% are from the United States and only 9% belong to other areas; and the data
was obtained by taking into account factors such as revenue, visitation and jobs.

Show Cave Revenue Show Cave Visitation

Visitation (worldwide)

144 million visits 120.8 million visits

Revenue (worldwide)

PN
$1.93 billion $2.14 billion Lr 11%

USA Revenue aer e ﬁ
illi .8 million % . .

352 duilien 4% USA Visitation

13.8 million visits 17.5 million visits 127%

Show Cave Employees / Peak Season
2019 2021

Employees (worldwide)
69,000

USA Employees
9,500

Results show that the show cave industry is still facing a challenge in order to overcome the effect of the
pandemic. In the case of jobs, many people who lost their jobs due to COVID-19 and employment is still a
determining factor; however, revenue shows hope for full recovery since the economic impact is far from
being negative anymore.
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Ownership/Operation Type by Region, Visitation & Income - 2021

Visitors Tncome

Under  SI00-  SS00K-  Above

Ownll  USA  Ewope [Under20K 20K-100K Overl0K| gootr  Cob 00 Sran

o i ar @ “ 52 18 2 » u

2.9% 5.7%

GovO&O 252% | 106% | 353% | 38% | 154% | 333%

PrivateOR0  52.0% | §5.1% | 324% | 341% | 673% | 611% 75.0%
GovO,PrivOp 165% | 43% | 221% | 2.5% | 96% 83%
NoAnswer  6.3% 103% | 45% 1% 5.6% 12.5%

Totals 100.0%  100.0%  100.% | 100.0%  100.0°%  100.0% | 100.0%  1000%  100.0%

Other ownership arrangement:

« Charity committee owned and operated FrwalyOpemed
* Communal management i Gl

* Municipalityowned and operated , :

* Owned by municipality and operated by a community of municipalities

+ Privatelyowned and departmental operated

* Vested to not for profit

Ownership/Operation Type by Income

The survey also provides important information as regards the type of ownership/operation model by taking
into account factors such as region, visitation and income. Results show that 52% of show caves (according
to the data provided by the respondents of the study) are privately owned and operated, while 25% are
government owned and operated; 16% are government owned and privately operated; and 7% follow a
different model or did not answer the survey.

. VlSltatlon Income
by Region, Income & Operation Types - 2021 by Region, Visitors & Operation Types - 2021

| Visitors Income Ownership
o Under 20K~ Owr | Udr Sk SSIOK- Abowe | Gov  Pik Govo,
sl USA Rupe| gk 100K 100K | sk ss0k s1aM sLaifoso oso Pwopl 0 |l |
defiar s L e T O I
1% o £
Under20K. 318% | 119% | 11 | 1008 a6 | A5t | 1 - am |
20506 323% | 41 =% 15% | 51 | msem 3N, AW (]
o s
60K-100K 8.7% | 12 2.2% 6% | 83% 3 3 1LI% EES) 3
00¢ 200 8% | 1 i -
| | | e | aiw PN T TS
x s | n o
Vo oo | owwn | moon | ienow | e | twaws | Jmwn | eaen | oown | teow | o
oo 1020 | 43 2050
Visitation - Overall Totats 100.0% | 100,06 | 1006 | 1on0es | 1000% 1m0 | 100.0% | 0.0 | onees

% | 76 =
Above 200K Visttors Tocome:
= vh mge |Cwde mmem ows | UV o semon:
200200K = . « « = a : u :
% = o cwomls ues el ssewls smaanls s s s
wox
Number of Employees
by Region, Visitation, Income & Operation Types

Qucstiem: Lo wy capteyces do vou S at your show e GurIDg the pealk

Vi T [
% =y ite s sk A oo G,
Orem vsh Dacwe [ledAEUGROwGE S N K Mo oou moso 70
im0 o | | I ]
~ [l ez | e | w | oo [an [ wm oo

v | ss2es | o | sew | asn | cam | wome | o
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Number of Employees by Visitation Income Average by Number of Employees
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School Children Visitation

by Region, Visitors, Income & Operation Types

Visitors Income Ownership
. . Under soox  SSOOK-  Above Goy 0. Priv
Overall Usa Eucpe Undar20K 20K-I0K OverlOOK | % SI00-SS00K g gn Ge | Govoso mivoso O CH
Hofeaves 127 4 65 . 52 15 21 3 2 2 3 3 21
School Children
undersod  41.0% 37.1% a46% 622% 286% 200% 688% 50.0% 235% 200% 56.5% 33.3% 529%
5001000 130% 1.8% 10.7% 162% no 133% 63% 12.5% 235% 100% 18.5% 8%
10002000 110% 86% 143% 185% 3% 188% 125% 118% 50% 11% 18%
20003000 5.0% 57% 18% 95% 3% 1.8% 50% 87% 3% 59%
30004004  60% 86% A% 71% 133% 3% 17.6% 100% a3% 93%
a000500d  6.0% 29% 7a% s.a% am% 67% 63% 3% asx 93%
50006000  4.0% 4% 71% 67% 3% 100% a3 EE 59%
Above 6,000 14.0% 143% 16.1% 2.7% 16.7% 200% 12.5% 11.8% a00% 2n7% 1% 8%
Tonld 1000% | 1000% | 00% | 000% | 00x | oox | woox | woox | 1woox | 1000% | 1000% | 1000% | 1000%
Visitors Income Ownership
5 Under ¢ SS00K-  Above | 2 Gov O, Priv
) " 0K 20K -$500K g - 08
Overall Usa Eucpe [ Under20K 20K-100K OWwrlOOK | (0% S100-SS00K g g SLam | Govoso pivoso OO
#ofcaves 121 4 o8 i sz 18 2 3 2 2 32 66 2
3148 l 338 3287 883 ‘ 3,087 ‘ 9353 662 ‘ 2,006 ‘ 2701 ‘ 8,067 4,807 ‘ 2,987 1783
School Children Average

2021 School Group visitation was significantly below normal coming out of the pandemic.

Variables such as region, visitation, income and operation type were taken into account to analyse data. The
results above show the differences in numbers concerning number of employees or school children visitation,
among others.

Operating Schedule

by Region, Visitors & Income

" e Top Activities & Amenities Offered by Show Caves
Activities & Amenities
Offered at Show Caves ided tor

[ Visitors. Income:

Under 20K
Ownll  USA  Lucge [ K 10K

| v | 2o
as |
[

Year Round

Totald] e | wans anms

Other operating schedule:

= Open 11 months per year

* They are closed January and February. March, April, May, October, November and
December open from Friday to Sunday. July and September from Wednesday to
S August y. If there c bridges, they are also open.

+ 7 daysa week most months. and February j k Closed
January.

Operating hours and the type of activities and amenities offered were also analysed. Guided tours (92,1%)
and gift shops (78%) are on the top of the list.
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Survey Verbatim Comments Survey Verbatim Comments

Other Offerings: Abseil
* Boat for children and exhit all
= Elevator i
* Elevator/ Wagons Break Your Own Geade, Miniature Golf, Family Games Park
* Boatinone cave Cable car for access to the cave
Boat inside the cave Crystal Mine for 5 & Under-Free
Boat ride & bus ride from gift store to cavern entrance (30 min travel one way) Domestic Animals
Elevatorto the caves and trams in the cave Escape rooms, Kid's crawl
* Elevator, boatride within the cave Kayak Caving
Elevatorsta ride out of the cave Lake Shasta Dinner Cruises
= Funicular Minigolf
= Onlyby boat Mystery house
Tours are by boat, we also offer kayak adventure tour PREHISTORIC WORKSHOPS
= Train Seasonal themed events
Train {narrow gauge rail) Self guided (outside only) Tree Tour around our property
Snowshoe Trails
Specific family events: treasure quest, Halloween game...
Thematicvisits and dramatized visits
themed guided tours, e. g. bat story for children, hunt for a treasure
wine tasting

Type of Ride:

Most Common Challenging Issues Right Now

Challenges insurance [

Staff - 59% Vittors Tncome Ownership
Uster
Ol USA P | Under3 20K-00K OwrIOOR | SINK  SIOSWK SRS GOS0 BRORD  Gav 0,Pr Op
i o s o i . 15 2 i 2 e i 2
e Europe
44% s | ok | 7 | wex  cses | 7w Bex
sen | sk | eamw | sux s e | soom w7
wow | wox | s | sem 1w won | waw 2%
Improving Experience — 55% wen | wme | wom o s | s 2%
318% N7 38.9% 31.3% 34.5% | 28.1% | 79 33.3%
Zow | s | aen | wmw  wam mox | um 00
. Europe 295 1% 2.2% 28.6% 7.1 33.3% 2% 382% 210 B |
54% 20.5% 19.2% 0% 1908 2| 20.5% | e | wmen | naw 7/{7}4}7‘
wan | e | wem | ew  mm 2w | e | wowm |
W% mw | sen | mes 236 o | tmx | nes nam |
Conserving —50% am | oox | 2m | o am 25 nx | os e 00x
s e son | om 576 % 0% | sm | am 5%
, Europe War or unves: 1o | om | 1w | am | wow oon | s am 0% om | sm | oow s

63%

W Europe WUSA ™ Overall

In addition, the survey also focused on the main challenges faced by the industry. Among others, the most
common issues involve staff, improving visitors’ experience and cave conservation, though in some cases
there is clear evidence between USA and European show caves.

Show Cave Plans for 2023 Verbatims

“ Audioguides <+ Attract more visitors, additional +* Buildingrepairs, improvementand
< Expansions themed tours beautification
+ Adventure Tours ¢ Improving the quality of guidance, ¢+ Change of management, protection
+ Sales the staff stability, and maintaining and expansion of the resource with
¢+ Tour Changes the economic efficiency sustainable, viableand innovative
+» New Prices *» Accessibility for the disabled, activities
«» Trail Upgrades improvement of infrastructure ++ Construction of a new buildingfor
% Building Updates %+ Add more special events, increase the reception of the visitors, the
++ Cave Upgrade admission rates souvenir store and a refreshment
% Children’s playground ¢+ Addinga new outdoor attraction bar
% Expansions - Restaurant, Shop & After several years of capital + Continuewith the visits and extend
“* Focus on Staffing for 2023 improvements and after a down them
+* Increase Visitors year, we have no big plans for 2023 +» Creatinga new speech with more
%+ Lighting maintenance <+ Build a new sluice, decide on new anecdotes
++ Diversify Visitors attractions ¢ Creating more options for special
++ Restoration of tourist routes < Building quality and envir al nt
%+ Air BnB onsite protection + Develop some activities about cave
++ Build a restaurant <+ Openingall year formation & crystals for children
% Remodel bathrooms, add black <+ Remodeling, further exploration, +% Setting speleo museum,

light tours adding concession stand archeological researches...

Pagelof3

Finally, respondents also expressed their ideas for future plans in order to improve the experience offered at
their show caves.

Download the ISCA & NCA Show Cave Business Survey Results here

c™


https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/283-isca-nca-show-caves-business-survey-results
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ISCA Congress Survey

\ ISCAKNCA

=CONGRESS 2022
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION

ISCA Congress Survey. Source: Natural Bridge Caverns.

You can find access to the presentation on our ISCA Webs@’

After the 9" ISCA Congress celebrated in San Antonio, Texas (USA) together with the National Caves
Association USA, the organisation decided to conduct a survey to gather information and feedback from
participants. We would like to thank the staff at Natural Bridge Caverns, host of the event, for the data

collection and presentation of the results. These data could be really helpful in order for future hosts to take
into account.

Thank you to all who attended the ISCA NCA Congress 2022 in San Antonio, Texas! We had a blast
and enjoyed having you in the great state of Texas.

Out of 170 attendees from 52 caves, we had 37 respond to the event survey. While we were
hoping for more, we appreciate the feedback we received regarding the event and hope this

information helps make the next get together even better!

Survey Responses — 37 Total How did you hear about ISCA NCA Congress 2022?

ISCA Congress Survey: Responses. Source: Natural Bridge Caverns.

The 37 respondents (30 from the US, 2 from Italy and France, 1 from Spain, Austria and Croatia) heard about
ISCA & NCA Congress from a series of different sources, including NCA’s Cave Talk and the ISCA
Newsletter (41%), the meetings of each association (26%), and update mailing (13%), among others (20%).


https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/282-isca-congress-survey
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
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ISCA NCA Congress Experience - Ratings

Overall Experience  Natural Bridge Caverns Staff Hotel Food Quality

1 (Highly Dissatisfied) 1 2 (Dissatisfied) m 3 (Neutral) 4 (Satisfied) 5 (Highly Satisfied)

ISCA Congress Survey: Experiences. Source: Natural Bridge Caverns.

Results show that attendees were highly satisfied with the overall experience, and it is obvious that the Natural Bridge
Caverns Staff did an amazing job and effort in order that all things went as expected.

Overall Length

89% felt the length of Congress was “Just Right”

Blended Congress

95% enjoyed having ISCA and NCA joined together

Congress Website

65% visited the website more than 3 times

Congress Updates by
Email

83% of respond
them helpful.

read the upd and 100% of those who read them, found

Mobile App

95% found it helpful
81% found it easy to use
86% would like to see it used at future conventions

FREE time

76% of respondents felt like they had just enough free time

Evening on Your Own
vs Planned Event

59% enjoyed the evening on your own versus paying additional for another
planned event

Cracker Barrel (NCA)

63% would like to see the Cracker Barrel session added back to the convention

Catalog Vendor Show

72% of respondents who attended the catalog show liked this option

Western Wear Vendor

85% enjoyed the western wear vendor

Registration Fee

84% felt the registration fee was appropriate for the value received at Congress

ISCA Congress Survey: Overall aspects. Source: Natural Bridge Caverns.

The above image shows the best valued aspects of the Congress taking into account the attendee’s opinion.
Over 9 out of 10 attendees loved the idea of gathering together the ISCA & NCA members, and they also
found the mobile app useful in order to follow the Congress agenda and each one of the events. The images
below show the most and least favourite moments of the event. We suggest visiting our website in order not
to miss any detail.

Favorite Moments What did you like least about Congress?

ssembly. small ty) lls

orma

wn. It made the gra

Id have been nice ta split th 43) in a row was tao

and Natural Bridge
iting Natural Bridge

Il operations

+ Im arrel fac

e night with na plan
t

ISCA Congress Survey: Favourite moments and aspects to be improved. Source: Natural Bridge Caverns.


https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/282-isca-congress-survey
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
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BresEntations Suggestions to make the next Congress / Convention better
Lt

Suggestions to make the next Congress / Convention better
continued....

ions| We enjoyed hosting
A and MULU for ISCA! Hope

ISCA Congress Survey: Suggestions. Source: Natural Bridge Caverns.

At the end of the presentation you will also find some suggestions concerning the topics of the Congress
sessions, as well as ideas which could be implemented in future events.

We certainly organised an incredible event and it seems our attendees and NCA folks enjoyed the experience.

Now it is time to work on the next conferences and congresses so that future surveys bring the exact (or even
better) results as the one conducted in Texas. Thanks!

You can find access to the presentation on our ISCA WebsC@.

ISCA Congress Survey: Event photos. Source: Natural Bridge Caverns.

Did you miss the 9™ ISCA Congress? Follow this LINK and enjoy a full
gallery of photos from the event! Big thanks to Natural Bridge Caverns and
the National Caves Association for sending the pictures.



https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/282-isca-congress-survey
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/cnkz08lsrdrnedp/AACY2Ey2LosBNpKgu-Z3E93Da/ISCA%20NCA%20Congress%202022_Photos?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
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Ready to host future ISCA Congresses,
Conferences and Meetings?

After our Congress in 2022, soon we will have to decide where our future Congresses, Conferences and
Meetings will take place. If you have a proposal which you think could be interesting, please, let us know. We
are open to suggestions!

e |ISCA Congresses. They are held every four years, preferably during the months of October and/or
November. The venue for future congresses shall be determined in the General Assembly of the
preceding Congress. General Assemblies take place during each ISCA Congress.

e ISCA Conferences. They shall be held two years after the celebration of a Congress, preferably during
the months of October and/or November. Applications for sanction to hold a Conference shall be
received by the Secretary not less than six (6) months before the proposed Conference is scheduled to
commence. Our ISCA Conference 2026 is expected to take place in Mulu (Malaysia).

e |ISCA Meetings. Meeting may be held in the intervening year between a Congress and any Conference.
No more than one ISCA Meeting per year may be sanctioned. Applications for sanction to hold an
ISCA Meeting shall be received by the Secretary not less than six (6) months before the proposed
ISCA Meeting is scheduled to commence. Applicants must be made by a Full Member of the
Association.

Please, download and read the ISCA Constitution and learn more about these events.

ISCA CONGRESSES

w .04

Slovak Rep.
2010
Slovenia
2002

Texas (USA)
2022

NATURAL BRIDGE
CAVERNS

Bermuda
2006

Ausftralia
2014

INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION

2026222 v
To-be-determined

~
Would you like to host an ISCA Congress, Conference or Meeting! Contact us and let us know!



https://www.i-s-c-a.org/documents
mailto:iscasecretary@i-s-c-a.org
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
https://caves.swoogo.com/congress22
https://naturalbridgecaverns.com/
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/news
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Raquel Daza Brunet, the new member of
Cave Lighting’s Dream Team

CAVERN INFO /, .

. Full name: Raquel Daza Brunet ' :
Place of birth: Reus (Spain)
Date of birth: Janury 7th, 1985

Profession: Geologist and speleologist. Technician of cave Cave LiHI-rtinE'

projects.
Hobbies: trekking, hiking, speleology, snorkelling, painting, @‘

dancing, listening to music, pets and animals.
Contact: rdaza.brunet@gmail.com / raguel@cavelighting.de

Raquel Daza Brunet..

Raquel Daza Brunet (Reus, Spain, 1985) is one of the latest incorporations to Cave Lighting’s team. Her
studies, attitude and her personal and professional experiences are an example of how excellent professionals
and experts in the field often gather together. Let’s learn more abour her.

Question 1: When did you decide to enter the world of caves?

Raquel: In 2007, | was studying geology at the Autonomous University of Barcelona, when one of my best
friends “Gemma” told me that it is an amazing world. She knows that I loved and enjoyed nature, hiking,
climbing, but I wasn't enjoying the subterranean environment. Then, | thought that if | loved the geology on
the earth's surface, 1 would enjoy the geology inside the earth. Finally, destiny brought me a PhD about bio-
mineralogy of the non-crystalline speleothems in volcanic caves of the Azores Islands

"

Question 2: How many caves have you visited?

Raquel: I don’t know the number exactly, but I did a lot of caving, but less
than I would like to do. I have been in many different types of caves in many
places around the world. If | can, every weekend and period of holidays I’'m
inside a cave, near or far away from home.

For my job as a geologist specialist in caves, | was studying lava tubes in the
Azores, Galapagos and Hawaii Islands, New Mexico (USA) and in Mexico.
But I have been lucky to have the opportunity to enjoy this hobby from small
and cute caves to big horizontal and vertical systems in different countries
(Europe: Spain, France, Slovenia, Italy, Polonia, etc) and in the Caribbean
sea.

Question 3: What cave surprised you the most?

Raquel and her daily routine.

Raquel: It is a difficult question, because every cave has something special. |
remember a lot of times the first time that [ saw the “falso techo” in Soplao cave, I was completely amazed.

It is a place completely full of big and complex white eccentric stalactites 50 cm of your face. And my first
time in a lava tube, It leaves me speechless how dark they are, the black color of the walls, and how the lava
can change to orange and yellow when you least expect it.

History, spectacular speleothems, strange forms or small details that make it unique. | love the colors and
forms of the conglomeratic or saline caves, and enjoy a lot of the vertical techniques in large pits in limestone



mailto:rdaza.brunet@gmail.com
mailto:raquel@cavelighting.de
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
https://www.cavelighting.de/cave-lighting-workshop-2020.html
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
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caves, I love crawling in small cracks wherever they are, and I’m fascinating for the non-crystalline minerals
that I have investigates in lava tubes.

As you can see, I'm talking almost always about geological details. I’'m passionate about this special
subterranean world. | could live in a cave, | love the smell, the tranquility and the sensations they transmit to
me. It will always be a part of me.

Question 4: Where are you currently working?

Raquel: Now, I’'m working as a freelancer in the Cave Lighting
company from Germany, specializing in their own illumination system
for subterranean environments.

I’'m a project specialist that installs the illuminations system, and I’'m
responsible for marketing in Spain and support in the office. I'm so
happy to work, because It is a company with a clear objective: respect
for the cave, their particular environment and the life that can be inside
it, and make tourists enjoy the cave with the best illumination that you
can find around the world.

I love that our illumination system is 100% prepared for subterranean
conditions (humidity, dry, cold, hot, salty environments) and their
materials are respectful of the cave. Our lamps have a color that surprises us. They are completely waterproof
and our methodology and equipment can very well help to avoid growing plants in show caves. The whole
system is designed by our specialists, almost all of them are speleologists. Notably, the system is very flexible,
from the simplest analog system to the most complex digital one. | like being part of a company that has the
same values as me regarding the conservation of the underground world.

Raquel’s love for caves is obvious. Photo: Raquel Daa.

Question 5: Can you describe a typical day at work?
Raquel: It is different one day in telecommuting work or one day in a project.

In home office work, normally | do 4h non-stop in front of the laptop, doing the Installation manuals,
answering emails of the company, documents, preparing presentations for congress, or marketing. I'm trying
to be as available as possible in case there is work to discuss or if it leaves at the last minute

On the project day, we start at § am and finish at 5 pm. Everyday is an adventure, because you don’t know
how many surprises you will have. It is a good thing because the work is dynamic and you need to use your
brain to find feasible and quick solutions as soon as possible.

We have 2 “obligatory” breaks (one in the morning and another in the afternoon) to go outside and relax your
body and your mind for 10 minutes. We have 30-40 minutes to lunch together als 12:30 pm more or less. The
installation process is by steps and detailed proceedings. When you want to realize, the day is over.

Question 6: What projects are you working on?

Raquel: Now, I’'m working in a medieval tunnel in Ulmener Maar (Ulmen, Germany). It is a small project but
not less interesting.

After this, I will be in the HermannsHOhle project (Harz, Germany) for 3 months, ending the last step of this
big project, to eliminate the kilometric subterranean system. And | hope to have many more projects in which
I can contribute my grain of sand.


mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
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Contemporary cave art
in Cova dels Orgues (Spain)

X

Some of the works by the artist and part of the show cave exhibition. Source: Jacobo Eid

»

-

Find more information about the artist here

The work of Jacobo Eid, industrial engineer and artist, will soon be open to visitors in Cova dels Orgues
(Spain). This contemporary show cave art exhibition, which paraphrases the Little Prince’s “what is essential
is invisible to the eye”, aims at creating a feeling of emotion by paying attention to small things.

The recovered cavity of Cova dels Orgues had been abandoned for decades until a private initiative decided
to turn it into an underground exhibition of contemporary art. The opening took place in the summer of 2020.
You can learn more about them in our ISCA Newsletter from May/June 2021.

Work details by the artist. Source: Jacobo Eid



http://www.jacoboeid.com/
http://www.jacoboeid.com/
file:///C:/Users/usuario/Downloads/isca_newsletter_may_june_2021.pdf
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
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Aracena’s council and Gruta de las
Maravillas (Spain) organize a session for
cave guides and managers

L2
2 Excmo. Ayuntamiento de

The council of Aracena (Spain) and Gruta de las Maravillas (Spain) have recently hosted a two-day session
for cave guides and managers which included workshops, conferences and round tables, among other activities
which covered February 23" and February 24",

The event, which was promoted by the Spanish Show Caves Association (ACTE), welcomed visitors from
every corner in Spain, such as the Major of Aracena, Manuel Guerra; ACTE President, Manuel Duréan; and
some international representatives such as ISCA Director Nuno André Querido Jorge (Grutas de Mira de Aire,
Portugal).

The event aimed at shsaring experiences and knowledge on how to improve show cave management as well
as the task of tourist guides, who are considered to be a major active resource for tourist destinations. The
forum also served to establish general guidelines which could be useful in order to face the changes of this
sector and future challenges.

\ by \
Session for cave guides and managers. Source: Spanish Show Caves Association Facebook Page


http://www.jacoboeid.com/
https://www.aracena.es/es/
https://www.aracena.es/es/municipio/gruta/
https://www.cuevasturisticas.es/
https://www.grutasmiradaire.com/
https://www.aracena.es/es/
https://www.aracena.es/es/municipio/gruta/
https://www.aracena.es/es/municipio/gruta/
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UIS Bulletin Volume 64-2 ’
@

i
HISBULLETIN

Union Internationale de Spéléologie
Volume 64-2 - December 2022

_—

-~ GROUNDWATER
SUMMIT 2022

UN-Water Summit on Groundwater

The UIS back at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris
to talk to the world about karst aquifers

SEE ALSO:

» The first years of the UIS by the Past President Arrigo Cigna
* The UIS and its global recognition

* The newly elected Bureau 2022-2025

* Reports of commissions

* Minutes of the UIS Bureau meetings and General Assembly
* The UIS Archive in Postojna, Slovenia

* The Cave Time Capsule that will only be opened in 2091

« The UIS Prizes 2021/22 and France Habe Prize 2022

« Updated news about the 19* ICS and its excursions

and much more in the 108 pages of this issue ...

&= O O


http://uis-speleo.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/uisb642.pdf
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EuroSpeleo Newsletter February 2023

EuroSpeleo Newsletter

Descent into
Skalarjevo brezno
(Skalar Abyss),
EuroSpeleo
Project

ESP 2022-09
(Slovenia).

N PeiaLn

&5 <10 -20 AUGUST 2022

Editorial

FSE is looking forward to the 15t
EuroSpeleo Forum, which will be held
in conjunction with the 2023 meeting
of the German Speleological Federa-
fion in Breitscheid (Hessen) between
17-21 May. Several changes in the FSE

International Year of
Caves and Karst (IYCK)
2021+22: Conclusions and
Future

The IYCK is organized by the
International Union of Speleology (UIS)
fo teach the world about the
importance of caves and karst, as well
as the exploration and protection by
the theme ‘“Explore, Understand,
Protect”. The IYCK was extended
through 2022 due to the pandemic.

Almost 900 events around the world
were presenfed on the IYCK website
(www.iyck2021.org). That incredible
achievement built interest and support
for caves and karst in many counfries

AV

AVENTUREJVERTICALE

Page 1

Photo:
ESP 2022-09

Bureau will be necessary at our General
Assembly 2023 (see the announcement
on page 3 of this Newsletter).

Please forward this Newsletter as widely
as possible fo caving clubs and individual
cavers.

The FSE Bureau

é%

©)N &
5 &
Wes a0 &

1

reaching millions of people. Now we
must continue to remind those partners
and engage them with caves and karst.
UIS is planning fo compile all the IYCK
projects info a comprehensive report in
order to make the efforts of dll
stakeholders of the International Year

FSE Partners

Lol Scurion

g

February 2023

This Newsletter is issued
by the Bureau of the
European Speleological
Federation (FSE)

B.P. 3067, L-1030 Luxembourg

Web: vwvv.eurospeleo.eu
Facebook:

https:/ /www.facebook.com/eurospeleo

Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/eurospeleo

fse/
e-mail: contact@eurospeleo.eu

ISSN 2418-4500

even more visible and reach even
more interested circles. All partners
who have not yet done so are strongly
encouraged fo send a report on their
event made for the IYCK to the UIS
webmaster (webmaster@uis-
speleo.org). So keep watching the
IYCK website.

To strengthen the success achieved
by the IYCK the UIS proposes fo all
participating speleological organi-
sations to connect especially with the
non-caving partners of their projects,
so that future cooperation will create
sustainability and persistent awareness
for caves and karst, their exploration
and protection.

February 2023 e EuroSpeleo Newsletter @ European Speleological Federation (FSE)



https://www.eurospeleo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Newsletter_2023_02_EN.pdf
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Cave of Perama Tourist Guidebook
g

TOURIST
GUIDEBOOK

ORGANIZATION OF
PERAMA

CAVE



https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/281-cave-of-perama-guidebook
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Latest publications

Thanks to the NCA and its Executive Director, Bob Holt, for
bringing us the latest updates:

Cave Talk: February 2022
Cave Talk: March 2022
Learn more about the NCA on CAVERN.COM

Don’t miss the latest issue of Spelunca (FR) by the
Fédération Francaise de Spéléologie.

Find all FFS publications and order them!
v More about the FFS HERE

Fédération Francgaise
de Spéléologie

Latest EuroSpeleo Newsletter! (February 2023)

. The latest bulletin by the Union Internationale de Spéléologie. Don’t

“IE forget to follow them on Facebook!

Union Internationale
de Spéléologie

Please, forward the above documents as widely as possible.

Share yours, too! Is there any other publication you would like to include?

¢ Send it to secretary@i-s-c-a.org and we will publish your materials as soon as possible



https://publications.ffspeleo.fr/revue.php?id=203
https://publications.ffspeleo.fr/revue.php?id=203
https://ffspeleo.fr/
https://uis-speleo.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/uisb622.pdf
http://members.cavern.com/Content/cavetalkfiles/202301.pdf
http://members.cavern.com/Content/cavetalkfiles/202301.pdf
http://members.cavern.com/Content/cavetalkfiles/202303.pdf
http://members.cavern.com/Content/cavetalkfiles/202303.pdf
https://cavern.com/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/4/1619
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
https://publications.ffspeleo.fr/bulletin.php?id=27479
https://uis-speleo.org/
https://www.facebook.com/uisspeleo
https://www.eurospeleo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Newsletter_2023_02_EN.pdf
https://uis-speleo.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/uisb642.pdf
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The funny side of life

Source: toonpool.com

Source: toonpool.com

23
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What cave iIs it?

Photos: Getty Images/Robert Harding World Imagery

CAVE #29

Hint 1:
There are two caves in this location.

Hint 2:
The two caves were discovered in 1907 by two
teenagers who crawled down into subterranean
darkness in search of a lost cricket ball.

Photos: Viator

Can you guess the name and location of the cave above?
Last month’s cave #28 was Saalfelder Feengrotten (Germany).

Send your answers to secretary@i-s-c-a.0rg



mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
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ISCA Calendar

PLEASE NOTE

Some of these events may suffer variations.

You may contact the organization for confirmation.
Do you want to add or modify an event?

Contact us! secretary@i-s-c-a.org

2023

April 17th, 2023 - International Bat Appreciation Day

May 20th — 25th, 2023 — Clay Minerals Society Conference: Karst Trip and Session (Austin, Texas, USA)
May 21st — 26th, 2023 — ACKMA Conference 2023 (Nelson, New Zealand)

May 22nd — 26th, 2023 — 14th International Symposium on Pseudokarst (Sudetes, Poland)

June 6th, 2023 — International Day of Tourist Caves and Subterranean World

June 26th — 30th, 2023 — NSS Convention 2023 (Elkins, West Virginia)

October 2nd — 5th -2023 — NCA Convention 2023 (Lake Shasta Caverns, Redding, California)

July 26th — 29th, 2023 — 37th Brazilian Congress of Speleology (Curitiba, Brazil)

November 14th — 17th, 2023 — IAAPA (Orlando, Florida)

2024...and more!

April 17th, 2024 — International Bat Appreciation Day

November 18th — 21st, 2024 — IAAPA (Orlando, Florida)

2024 — ISCA Conference 2024

2024 — NCA Convention 2024 (Niagara Cave, Harmony, Minnesota)
April 17th, 2025 — International Bat Appreciation Day

2025 — NCA Convention 2025 (Luray Caverns, Harrisonburg, Virginia)
2025 — 19th International Congress of Speleology (Belo Horizonte, Brazil)

(" h

Deadline!
If you would like to contribute in upcoming publications,
please send an e-mail before April 20th, 2023!

.

(@) Contact: secretary@i-s-c-a.org

J



https://cvent.utexas.edu/event/b8822615-d0e8-4730-89e4-2ef519cbeb5b/summary
https://cvent.utexas.edu/event/b8822615-d0e8-4730-89e4-2ef519cbeb5b/summary
https://ackma.org/conf2023/index.html
https://ackma.org/conf2023/index.html
https://14pseudokarst.wonders4you.com/
https://14pseudokarst.wonders4you.com/
https://www.cavernas.org.br/37-congresso-brasileiro-de-espeleologia/
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
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Links of interest

INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION
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Kentucky Speleological Survey, Inc.



https://granacuiferomaya.org/
https://uis-speleo.org/
http://www.nckri.org/
https://learnmore.caves.org/
https://ksscaves.com/
https://www.nps.gov/maca/index.htm
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/news
http://iyck2021.org/
https://cavern.com/
http://www.cuevasturisticas.es/
https://www.batcon.org/
https://www.grottesdefrance.org/
http://www.ssj.sk/en
https://www.grottesdefrance.org/en/list-description-show-caves-france/
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Would you like to be part of us? Join ISCA!

INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION

ISCA Membership Application

Not a member of the International Show Caves Association yet? We would be delighted to receive a
Membership Application from you!

Visit our website and find out more about ISCA.
Become and ISCA member now!

Juan José Tiscar

ISCA Secretary

secretary@i-s-c-a.org

Join us and become an ISCA Member
Visit www.i-s-c-a.org for details.

There are many membership benefits!



https://www.i-s-c-a.org/how-to-become-a-member
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/news
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
http://www.i-s-c-a.org/
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INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION

ABOUT INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOTIATION
The International Show Caves Association (ISCA) was founded in 1990 and is headquartered in Frasassi/Genga, Italy,
ISCA is an international organization of persons, associations, corporations, and government agencies who own,
manage or operate show caves that are open to the public. ISCA provides a critical forum for show caves to network
and collaborate on matters that pertain to their caves. ISCA aims to promote, encourage, and support the cooperation
of show cave operators, speleologists and cave enthusiasts through the sharing of information and to promote the
preservation and conservation of caves, while increasing public interest in the world of show caves by way of unique
marketing and the evolution of methods to enhance the show cave experience.

Special thanks to everyone who collaborated and to those sending your valuable feedback and materials.

Editor: Juan José Tiscar Moya — Contact: secretary@i-s-c-a.org
Issue: March & April 2023

Find us on:
B3 facebook.



http://www.i-s-c-a.org/
http://www.frasassi.com/Home.aspx?L=EN
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Show_cave
mailto:secretary@i-s-c-a.org
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalShowCavesAssociation

